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Anti-Imperialist Cell Discussion Paper - April 22, 1992 


22 Years Of Armed Struggle By The RAF In Germany 

1970: The liberation of Andreas Baader from prison. The "Red Army 
Fraction" (RAF) is born. 

"A revolutionary political praxis under the present 
conditions - if not always - makes a priority of the integration 
of the individual character and the political motivation, that 
means political identity. (...) We think that organizing armed 
resistance groups in West Germany and West Berlin at this point 
in time is right, is possible, is justified. It is right, 
possible, and justified to organize an urban guerrilla here and 
now. (...) By giving developmental and military aid to the wars 
of aggression being waged by the USA, Germany is profiting from 
the exploitation of the Third World, while not assuming any 
responsibility for these wars and while not having to deal with a 
domestic opposition movement. While no less aggressive than 
American imperialism, it is less easy to attack. The political 
possibilities of imperialism here have not been exhausted, 
neither in their reformist nor their fascist varieties; there is 
no end to its ability to integrate or suppress the contradictions 
which it gives rise to. The urban guerrilla concept of the Red 
Army Fraction is not based on an optimistic evaluation of the 
situation in West Germany and West Berlin. (...) 

"The left at that time knew that it would be right to link 
the spreading of socialist propaganda to the actual hindering of 
the deliveries of the Bild-Zeitung [a right-wing daily newspaper 
-translator]. That is would be right to link the spreading of 
propaganda to the GIs, urging them not to go to Vietnam, to 
actual attacks on airplanes destined to be sent to Vietnam, to 
disrupt the plans of the German army by attacking NATO airports. 
That is would be right to link the critique of class justice to 
blowing up prison walls, to link the critique of the Springer 
Corporation to the physical disarming of their security guards, 
to set up our own transmitter, to demoralize the police, to find 
illegal living spaces for army deserters, to be able to agitate 
among foreign workers by being able to give them forged papers, 
to sabotage the factory production of napalm. (...) 

"The urban guerrilla is supposed to undermine certain points 
of the state's power apparatus, to remove its power step by step, 
and to destroy the myth that the state is omnipotent. The urban 
guerrilla advancees the development of an illegal apparatus, 
namely homes, weapons, munitions, cars, identification. The most 
important aspects of this were spelled out by Marighella in his 
mini-handbook for the urban guerrilla. We are prepared at any 
time to tell other aspects of this to anyone who needs to know 
it, if they want to do it. We don’t know a lot of things yet, but 
we still know quite a lot. (...) 

"The Red Army Fraction is organizing the underground as an 
offensive position for revolutionary intervention. To form an 
urban guerrilla means to offensively wage an anti-imperialist 



struggle. The Red Army Fraction is providing a link between the 
legal and the illegal struggle, between the national and the 
international struggle, between the political and the armed 

struggle. (...) t , 

"Despite*" the weakness of the revolutionary forces here m 

Germany and West Berlin, urban guerrilla means revolutionary 

intervention here and now! (...)" 

- "The Concept Of The Urban Guerrilla", Red Army Fraction, 
April 1971 

1972: Attacks on: 1) the headquarters of the 5th US Corps in 
Frankfurt; 2) the police headquarters in Augsburg; 3) the.LKA 
[state criminal justice office -translator] office in Munich, ) 
Buddenberg (federal judge) in Karlsruhe; 5) the Springer 
Corporation headquarters in Hamburg; 6) the Heidelberg 
headquarters of the US army forces in Europe. 


1975: Occupation of the German embassy in Stockholm. 

1977: Attacks on Buback (federal prosecutor) in Karlsruhe and 
Ponto (chairman of the Dresdner Bank) in Oberursel; attempted 
attack on the federal prosecutor's office in Karlsruhe;_ 
kidnapping of Schleyer (head of the employers' association) in 

Cologne. 


"The system has created a situation in the metropoles 
whereby the masses are sunk so deeply in their own filth that _ 
they, as objects of the imperialist system, have lost all feeling 
for their status as exploited and oppressed peoples, so that they 
are now willing to put up with any crime committed by the system 
as long as they can have a car, a little money, life insurance, 
and a mortgage, and they couldn't imagine or dream of anything 
better than having their own car, a vacation, or a glazed tile 
bathtub. It follows from this, therefore, that the revolutionary 
subject is anyone who has freed themselves from these urges and 
who refuses to participate in the system's crimes. That means 
that anyone who finds their identity in the liberation struggles 
of the peoples of the Third World or anyone who refuses to just 
go along is a revolutionary subject. Only if we succeed in making 
the connection between imperialism and anti-imperialism 24 hours 
every day can we really formulate and present people's problems 
in terms so that people will understand us and not only our 
actions - in the same way the RAF is understood, so too will our 
propaganda, our speech, our words be understood. To serve the 
people!' If the people of the Third World are the vanguard of the 
anti-imperialist revolution, that means that it is our task to 
realize the big hopes of the people in the metropoles for their 
own liberation and to link the liberation struggles of the people 
in the Third World to the desire for liberation in the 
metropoles, wherever it manifests itself: in schools and . 
colleges, in the factories, in families, in the prisons, in the 
big office buildings, in hospitals, in bureaucratic offices, m 
political parties, in unions - everywhere. Against everything 



which negates this connection, suppresses it, destroys it: 
consumption, the media, conformism, opportunism, dogmatism, 
domination, patronizing, brutalizing, isolation. ’We mean 
everyone!' We all are revolutionary subjects. Anyone who starts 
to struggle and to resist is one of us. (...)" 

- "The Action By Black September In Munich: On The Strategy 
Of The Anti-Imperialist Struggle", Red Army Fraction, November 
1972 

1979: Attack on Haig (NATO commander) in Obourg, Belgium. 

1981: Attacks on the US forces headquarters in Europe (Ramstein) 
and NATO general Kroesen (supreme commander of US forces in 
Europe). 

1984: Attempted attack on the NATO school in Oberammergau. 

1985: Attacks on Zimmerman (chairman of the armaments corporation 
MTN) in Gauting and the US airbase in Frankfurt. 

1986: Attacks on Beckurts (Siemens executive) in Strasslach and 
Braunmuhl (deputy foreign minister) in Bonn. 

1988: Attempted attack on Tietmeyer (state secretary of the 
finance ministry) in Bonn. 

1989: Attack on Herrhausen (head of the Deutsche Bank) in 
Homburg. 

1990: Attack on Neusel (state secretary for the interior 
ministry) in Bonn. 

1991: Attacks on the US embassy in Bonn and Rohwedder (head of 
the Treuhand Angency) in Dusseldorf. 

"The objective situation brings to mind the question of 
whether the guerrilla are now finally finished. A subjective one 
for many, who have no more future here, at that moment of 
existential experience, that if this really is the case, then all 
their hopes and dreams of another life will have vanished, too. 
There is only hope so long as there is struggle. (...) 

"For 7 years, in this political desert where everything is 
just appearance, products, packaging, lies, and deception, we 
tried to find the spirit and the morality, the praxis and the 
political orientation of a final break with and the destruction 
of the system. Guerrilla. Out of the identity with and connection 
to the struggles in South East Asia, Africa, and Latin America, 
we tried to make a violent break and to establish ourselves. That 
which Che called the period of survival and anchoring meant for 
us here the phase of pushing through a concept which will live on 
and be taken up, even in times when the existing illegal armed 
groups are defeated. Pushed through violently in any case. In 
every respect. And isolated. Not only in the face of a 
historically unique apparatus of repression. (...) In this 
landscape, which has been flattened and trampled down for 
generations, it's hardly possibly anymore to push thoughts of 
liberation through the meters-thick wall of corruption, 
alienation, and deformation and into peoples' hearts and minds. 
(...) 

"To struggle in an open strategic concept where everyone is 
a part of the revolutionary front here who, from the seriousness 



of their history and their subjective process, sees the politics 
of the guerrilla as having the shared goal of revolutionary 
social change and the destruction of the imperialist system. And 
from the very first moment, their task as well as ours is to 
develop the Front in the centre. That’s what we mean when we say: 

’struggle together 1 . A front. (...) _ 

M We say: When armed and illegal organizations are at the 
heart of this strategy, the full strength will only be realized 
when armed politics are brought together with militant attacks 
and with struggles from the entire spectrum of oppression and 
alienation and with the political struggle to convey this process 
towards a conscious and targeted attack against the turning point 
and foundations of the imperialist centre. (...) 

n We conclude: Fundamental opposition to this system, like in 
no other time in the past, is needed. Cold, without illusions, 
nothing more to be achieved through the state. There will be no 
more 'changing of the system' or 'alternative models' under this 
state. These are simply impossible. This is the end- only when 
this system is finished will it be possible to imagine a 
perspective on life. (...) 

"Over the last 2 years, there have been several flyers and 
actions with the slogan 'A front with the RAF' and we know that 
there is the need and the willingness for this in all politicized 
sectors. But there is still a major discrepancy between this 
need, willingness, and budding potential and its^realization in a 
development process, organization, and movement." (...) 

"The discussion is still the same, in so far as isolated 
positions and ideals are pointed out, but the strictness of. 
individual group thought and the determination to start taking on 
matters are lacking in those places where the understanding of 
the situation becomes one's own: The anti-imperialist front is 
both as necessary as it is weak, it could be potentially strong 
in its position in the centres of Western Europe and there are 
enormous possibilities in the international liberation struggle. 

^"For us, too, the situation is one where we are relatively 
weak in the face of a power which possesses just about everything 
here and - in the long-term - won't allow a front to develop 
which threatens its power, because it is forced to use aggression 
as the solution to all its problems at the social, societal,.and 
military-political level. In doing so, the political boundaries, 
the 'annoyances', in the metropoles are transgressed — democracy, 
welfare, internal security - and this can't be kept up for ever 
if the state is continually being broken by the anti-imperialist 
struggle, which means that the confrontation becomes open and the 
thin ideological division between the state and the society gets 

torn down.(...) , 

"The concentration and centralization of capital, 
rationalization, planned levels of massive unemployment, the 
instrumentalization of people as tools in the machine, the 
forcing of energy policies due to the use of energy sources as a 
weapon of war on the international market, the destruction of 
social structures in the interest of the police and big money, 
wearing people out in their struggle to make a living, training 



to be factory cops, the justice system, prison, etc. These are. 
advances in this militarily-planned offensive, this iron curtain 
around all sectors of metropolitan society, which has left us 
with no alternative but to create a front in the centre whether. 
we want t,o or^not - the war is underway. The only question now is 
whether there'will be a revolutionary front to respond to this 
reactionary offensive. (...) 

"Resistance to the imperialist machine which is so 
exploitative here — that’s our definition of the guerrilla’s 
function and the development of an anti—imperialist front — means 
to attack and- to develop the revolutionary front in the centre as 
part of a world-wide struggle. (...) _ 

"Revolutionary politics here is the strategy which sees 
resistance to the day to day reality here as a process: of the 
struggle for liberation, and which views this as part of a world¬ 
wide struggle, and only by working together can the goal be 
reached. This form of politics has nothing whatsoever to do with 
how one looks at the world. It is not based on an exhausted 
ideological model which we should hope to be realized in the 
future. It can only be a concrete process." 

- "Guerrilla, Resistance, And The Anti-Imperialist Front", 
Red Army Fraction, May 1982 


"Anyone that does not struggle will die over time! Freedom 
is only possible in the struggle for liberation!" (RAF, 4.4.91) 

And we, as part of the resistance movement in Germany, would 
like to add to that now (22.4.92): Resistance means that the 
history of the past 22 years should not be abandoned to the state 
and the media. This history lives on in us. Resistance to the 
imperialist superpower Germany will be determined by these 
experiences. The struggle goes forward together. 






Anti-Imperialist Cell Discussion Paper - May 22, 1992 


"Resistance Means Attack!" 

A Critique Of Tfie RAF 

"Everyone has to die. The question is only how, and how you lived your life, 
and the matter is quite clear: Fighting against the pigs for the liberation of 
humanity! Revolutionary, in struggle - with a love of life, and contempt for 
death. For me, that's how you serve the people - RAF." 

(from the last letter written by Holger Meins, 31.10.74) 

On 22.4.92, we said: "The struggle goes forward together." 

Now (22.5.92) we'd like to examine that more closely, to take a look at 
the necessity/meaning of militant resistance in Germany. We see this as an 
answer to what the comrades from the guerrilla wrote on 10.4.92. We accept 
this decision which the comrades decided upon as a decision which applies to 
themselves. But at the same time we sharply criticize a whole series of 
passages in their statement which are given a political expression. The taz [a 
liberal daily newspaper - trans.] was wrong when they when they wrote in the 
25.4.92 edition of their paper that we are a "RAF splinter-group". We 
understand ourselves to be part of the resistance movement in Germany. We have 
our own form of militant politics and we intend to further develop this. We 
will leave all further speculation to those people whose job it is to-track 
down people who carry out resistance in Germany. 

Whereas the ruling powers are signalling the "end of the RAF" as the end 
of militant resistance in Germany with propaganda spread through the media, 
our approach is diametrically opposed to this: We want to learn from the 
theoretical/practical experiences of the guerrilla (and that means also to 
learn from the mistakes) and to contribute to the further development of 
militant politics in this country. This is at a time when the entire system 
allows practically no genuine free space whatsoever for people to search for 
alternatives. During the 22 years that the Red Army Fraction carried out its 
armed struggle, it was proven that it is possible to carry out attacks in the 
heart of the state, even here in Germany, in one of the most highly developed 
imperialist centres. In the last few years, these attacks were no longer the 
part of an overall strategy, without which it's impossible to make 
revolutionary politics. The guerrilla are not the ones responsible for this, 
but rather this is the fault of everyone for whom-the slogan_"struggle 
together" has any meaning. We don't criticize these attacks in and of 
themselves, but rather the fact that, since they were not imbedded in 
comprehensive politics, the "attacks could no longer achieve their potential 
political effect. Nevertheless: The successful attacks on Herrhausen and 
Rohwedder made a lot more people silently happy than the comrades themselves 
seem to admit. Greetings to the Ulrich Wessel Commando! 

For us, the most important thing is the content of revolutionary 
politics. Naturally, a part of this is the world-wide struggle for freedom for 
all comrades presently detained in imperialist prisons. As for those comrades 
imprisoned here in Germany, we demand: Freedom_ for all prisoners from the RAF 
and resistance within a reasonable period of time! In particular, the 
immediate release of Isabel, Ali, and Bernd, who are ill. Immediate 
regroupment of all prisoners from the RAF and resistance! No new trials 
against comrades already in prison! As for all foreign comrades: Immediate 
release and the possibility to travel to any country they choose! 

In their statement, the guerrilla describe the "fractionalization" of 
the state security apparatus in a manner which we feel to be mistaken. The 
ulti ma te aim of the people like von Stahl [attorney general - trans.], 
Werthebach, and Kinkel, who has since been promoted to the post of foreign 
minister, is domestic peace in Germany. In other words, the ruling elite have 
made the following demand on the politicians: There can be no visible 
resistance which is in a position to bring into question the state's totality. 
But the state security apparatus is confronted with the fact that the means of 
destructive prison conditions has only been partially successful towards that 



end. The Kinkel-Initiative was an attempt to weaken the resistance^in Germany 
over a long period of time, in the hope of eventually eliminating it. 

For Kinkel, the prisoners are simply a means to an end. The inhumanity 
of his politics is made very clear by some of his statements, in which he 
hardly denies that the prisoners serve the function of hostages. The leading 
people involved"in the KGT [Anti-Terrorism Coordinating Group - trans.] feel 
that those people which the state has available in its prisons can be played 
off against those people who oppose the system. That’s the core of Kinkel*s 
calming statement on ZDF television when he called our first communique a 
"disruption manoeuvre" against his policies. What careerists like him fail to 
understand is that it is from this very system which the resistance originally 
came. As long as this system continues to oppress people, both here and 
abroad, there will be resistance. 

The fact that we are struggling in a country which has never witnessed a 
successful revolution, a country where a particularly evil variant of fascist 
"national socialism" once ruled, a country in which there are only a few 
traditions of resistance, all of this makes it even more important for there 
to be a continuity of resistance. It follows from this: Those things which the 
comrades correctly/decisively recognized years ago in their analysis need to 
be applied to the present social/political situation. On May 6, 1975, two days 
before her death, Ulrike Meinhof was visited by the Italian R.A. Capelli. In 
her May 7 report of the conversation, she said, among other things, that: "The 
function of the reactionary integration of Western Europe for counter¬ 
revolution in the Third World and the development of North-South antagonism, 
the general connection between the struggle in the metropoles and the 
development of the front in the Third World - the conversation astounded him 
(Capelli, that is)." 

Militant resistance in Germany has as its strategic goal the 
establishment of a link between the struggles of the Three Continents and 
which is at hand or which can (potentially) be developed here in the form of 
resistance. We would like to say more about that. 

Firstly: Considering the level of exploitation/destruction of human 
existence in the Three Continents, it is the fucking moral duty of everyone in 
Germany who defines him- or herself as left-radical to continually mak;e new 
attacks here. That’s why we can fully understand the anger of the foreign 
comrades we have spoken with when we discussed the recent statement from the 
guerrilla: They can’t understand how comrades who surely realize that the 
imperialist elite’s war against the people of the Three Continents advances 
more and more every day can be responsible for calling an end to armed 
struggle in Germany. 

Struggle together in a front with those people waging resistance in the 
Three Continents! 

Secondly: We have to bear in mind the actual social reality in Germany. 
The relative stability of the system in the metropoles is based on the 
consistent ability of the ruling powers to make the actual/supposed identity 
of the people that of the "middle class". The system is (still) able to adapt 
mechanisms of integration to the actual present-situation whenever necessary. 
That is (perhaps the decisive) part of German reality. 

We have to bear in mind the social conflicts/moods of the "lower 
classes" in this society. Here, the situation is, for example, as follows: 

In an asylum-seekers’ hostel in Hunxe, 8-year-old Zeinap is so badly 
burned by a group of skinheads that she will be disfigured for life. In 
Magdeburg, 23-year-old Thorsten is beaten to death by a skinhead at a birthday 
party. A 28-year-old Iranian prevents his deportation to Turkey by slashing 
his wrists in the back of the police car taking him to the airport in 
Frankfurt. An 18-year-old is found dead, hung in his cell, at 6:00pm by 
guards, after having been brought to prison at 3:30pm. According to 
"statistics", 4 youths commit suicide every day in Germany. A 44-year-old 
unemployed man in Zepernick hangs himself in his garden just hours before he 
is to be forcibly evicted from his property. Of the 14,000 suicides registered 
in 1990, 4,000 were elderly people. In Oschersleben, 50 unemployed persons 
take over the state employment office and begin a hungerstrike. After 18 
years, workers in the "public sector" go on strike against the will of both 
the employers and the unions. In the states of Baden-Wurtenburg and Schleswig- 



Holstein, 30% of people don't even bother to "vote" while two fascist parties 

book election "successes”. ^ . . T , 

We have to deal with today's reality and all of its contradictions. We 
have to deal with a system which functionalizes peoples' fear of poverty (with 
3 million unemployed and 352,000 homeless) to its own ends. In those p aces 
where the mechanisms of integration fail, the ruling politics is exposed to be 
the same thing here as it is with respect to the Three Continents: inhumane. 
These politics are based on having people redirect their hate, anger, 
disillusionment, and resignation against another person or against weaker 
persons, not against the ruling powers. t 

In so far as militant politics can break through this strategy, they 
have a political effect. Every day when the destruction of human value is 
experienced in the metropoles, a way out can be found in an attack on the 
elite, the corporations, the organs of repression, etc. That means that this 
has to be carried out to its logical conclusion, otherwise there can be no 
freedom. 

Freedom is only possible in the struggle for liberation. 

All people in the metropoles who struggle for liberation eventually 
recognize that our enemy here is the same one against whom the peoples of the 
Three Continents are struggling in order to have a humane life. 

International solidarity is what the ruling powers fear the most. 

We would like to discuss three more individual points from the statement 
by the guerrilla which must not be allowed to remain uncontradicted: 

The first point concerns the collapse of those.states which were known 
as "socialist". The guerrilla foresees a "catastrophic development for 
millions of people across the world". This statement should be made more^ 
precise: catastrophic for the people of Cuba or Vietnam^ (for example, 

1991 there were 1.1 million people infected with malaria in Vietnam and 4,500 
died; previously the Soviet Union had provided free medical supplies). The 
material situation of several liberation movements has also been worsened. 

But, when the guerrilla write that "everyone around the world struggling for 
freedom is now thrust back on their own resources", that is simply not true. 

Even before 1989 it was clear that every country develops an anti- 
imperialist resistance based on its own unique conditions. Those people who 
are struggling just as hard in 1992 as they did in 1985 or 1989 are proof that 
the notion that they are just dependent on the "socialist" states, and that 
they are just serving their ends, was just imperialist propaganda. 

The clarity of the confrontation (on the one side, imperialism, and on 
the other side, the people struggling for liberation) makes it possible for 
revolutionaries here and in the Three Continents to reach a new self-o 

consciousness! 4 _ „ . . . - 

The second point has to do with the notion of "social prisoners which 

the comrades used, without even defining just what "social" means. The prison 
system in Germany is a specific expression of the entire system which we are 
struggling against. We send our greetings to all prisoners in German prisons. 

The third point is as follows: The guerrilla write that "the question 
is "whether or not German soldiers will once-again-march against other- _ 

people". The fact is, during the 33rd Commanders Conference in Leipzig, people 
like Ruehe [defence minister -trans.] and Naumann left no doubt that, in the 
long-term, they intend to send the German army on armed, Out-of-Area missions. 
The decisive factor in this is Germany's role in NATO: New stationing 
agreements imply that Germany will remain a important station and base for 
global US imperialist interventions for the unforeseeable future. Even apart 
from this, Germany's role is quite clear: At 6.5 billion dollars, Germany was 
one of the four biggest financiers of the Gulf War. # 

The differences between US and German imperialism were spelled out 
rather clearly in 1971 in "The Concept Of The Urban Guerrilla": "While no less 
aggressive than American imperialism, it (German imperialism) is less easy to 

attack." * 

At a conference of American publishers in New York, Kohl said: "We 
accept President Bush's invitation to be 'partners in leadership'." The enemy 
has therefore given us a sufficient self-characterization. _ 

Everywhere in the world, people are standing up and waging militant 
anti-imperialist, anti-capitalist, anti-racist, and anti-patriarchal struggles 



against the system. From Los Angeles to Lima, from Durban to Qalqilia, from 
Cizre to Cagayan. 

In Germany, militant actions are not only morally necessary, they are also 
politically useful! 

Resistance^ mean$ attack! 

"But that f s who we are, that f s where we're from: The blood of the processes of 
destruction and degradation in metropolitan society, the war of everyone 
against everyone, the competition of everyone against everyone, the system, 
the law of fear, the pressure to succeed, all of this is what rules over us, 
for the one at the cost of the many, the division of people into men and 
women, young and old, healthy and unhealthy, foreigners and Germans, the 
struggles for prestige. And that's where we're from: The isolation of the row 
houses, the concrete jungles in the suburbs, the prison cells, the asylums and 
the clinics. From the brainwashing by the media, consumption, punishment 
through beatings, the ideology of non-violence; from depression, sickness, and 
the declassifying, insulting, and degrading of people, all exploited peoples 
under imperialism. Until we have satisfied the needs of each of us and the 
necessity of liberation from imperialism, there is nothing to lose in this 
system of destruction, and there is everything to gain in the armed struggle: 
collective liberation, life, humanity, identity. That the concerns of the 
people, the masses, the assembly line workers, the lumpen, the prisoners, the 
students, the lowest class of people here and the liberation movements of the 
Third World are our concerns, too. Our concern: armed, anti-imperialist 
struggle is the concern of the masses, and vice versa - even when it's a long, 
slow process at first, the guerrilla's military-political offensive can become 
a real people's war. It can become real." 

(from the speech by Ulrike Meinhof about the liberation of Andreas Baader from 
Moabit Prison, 13.9.74) 










Anti-Imperialist Cell Communique - November 17, 1993 


Declaration Concerning The Attack On 1 Gesamtmetall' In Cologne 

"The meaning and content of our politics are part of our lives, 
an inseparable and existential unity, and that’s why we struggle 
for these." (Brigitte Mohnhaupt, October 1993) 

This evening, we had the second floor of Volksgartenstrasse 
54a in Cologne in our sights and we shot at it. This is the 
offices of the Metal Union Employers Association, ’Gesamtmetall . 

The employers who belong to Gesamtmetall are part.of the 
German elite who are directly responsible for determining the 
social reality of thousands of people both here and abroad. The 
cancellation of loan agreements in the West German sectors of the 
metal and electronics industry is a concrete example here of the 
global capitalist crisis. Gesamtmetall is ready for anything, 
even strikes. In this present wage dispute, the employers are^ 
trying to find out just how much they can get away with here in 
Germany; for the workers, this means a decline in their 
social/material standards. Gesamtmetall has the following 
alternative options; They either take away jobs in their now_ 
accelerated restructuring process and deposit their capital in 
profitable funds, or they invest elsewhere. While some workers 
here are trying to figure out how to eventually resist this, at 
least regionally, Gesamtmetall has already been operating at the 
international level; Capital is invested in places where maximum 
profit rates can be obtained. More and more workers are feeling 
uncertain and are frightened of being forced to a lower social 
status; The developments which have been forced by capitalism 
means that they will be discarded and, in some cases, they will 
face real material distress. Those workers here in Germany who 
wish to stop being treated in an arbitrary manner by the 
capitalist elite are a minority. But, in contrast to the union's 
strategy, by which the workers are forced to collaborate with 
Gesamtmetall, the number of those beginning to resist is on the 
£* 2 _ s© • 

In answer to the question of how a counter-power from below 
can be developed here in Germany, these social questions are, of 
course, one national point of reference. Local resistance alone 
will never be able to become a real danger to international 
capital. The strategy of local extortion by organizations like 
Gesamtmetall can only be broken by an international anti¬ 
capitalist struggle. The international elite are responsible for 
the brutality with which the human labour forces of the Three 
Continents are exploited. Our militant action against 
Gesamtmetall follows in logical consequence. 

That which binds the anti-imperialist struggle_ _ _ 

internationally is the subjective radicalism which is_militantly 
displayed in the struggle for liberation, self-determination, and 
self-organization. 

We would like to say something to our Palestinian and 
Kurdish comrades, to whom we feel most closely bonded: We don't 



know what Arafat was thinking when he signed the Gaza-Jehrico 
Agreement in Washington, D.C. on September 13, or when he took 
Rabin's right hand and shook it firmly. We also don't know about 
all the deals which were struck between the PLO leadership and 
the Zionist representatives. But what's clear is that the 
resistance struggle will continue, in a variety of forms, and 
militant/armed actions will be a part of this. For this, the 
Palestinian comrades are counting on world-wide support. We. 
cannot forget the support which was given to the anti-imperialist 
movement in West Germany in the 1970s. It's about time that 
people here started finally thinking about how they can now give 
assistance to the comrades in the Near East. 

In the Turkish-occupied section of Kurdistan, the situation 
is escalating every day. The Turkish military have declared an 
"operation of destruction" for this winter. Because the movement 
of Kurdish militants continues to grow, the occupiers.have 
resorted to using terror against the civilian population, as was 
recently the case in the city of Lice. It is well known that they 
are supported in this by the German government (arms sales, 
training of terror units by the GSG-9). Thousands of German 
tourists go on "holiday" every year in Turkey/Kurdistan, although 
they surely know that they are thereby directly supporting 
Turkish state terrorism. It is natural that Kurdish comrades are 
carrying out militant actions in Turkey. The fact that they are 
also an organized force in the middle of Germany as well was 
proven on June 24 and November 4 [when Kurdish militants carried 
out a series of organized attacks on Turkish banks, travel 
agencies, and diplomatic agencies in several cities across 
Europe, particularly in Germany -translator]. 

Since October 8 and November 4, new trials have been opened 
in Frankfurt against Rolf-Clemens Wagner and Eva Haule, both of 
whom fought in the guerrilla and have been in prison for several 
years. Rolf was organized in the guerrilla at the time when, 
among other things, the action against Schleyer (head of the 
German employers' association) was carried out in Cologne. In 
this new state witness trial, he is to be convicted of 
participation in the action against Haig (NATO commander). Eva 
was arrested during the anti-imperialist front offensive of the 
mid-80s. The level of confrontation from that period of time must 
be recreated now. To do that, we need militant/armed actions as a 
part of an overall strategy, one which is relevant to the reality 
of the 90s. 

Develop the politics of militant/armed intervention in Germany as 
a part of the international struggle for liberation! 

Both here and internationally, the creation of a revolutionary 
counter-power results from, among other things, a direct 
confrontation with the ruling capitalist elite! 

Attack the elite and their centres during social struggles, which 
also means: Make progress towards an anti-imperialist front here 
in Germany! 



The important thing is, what type of politics are practiced 
and how they are materialized. That which was created by the 
guerrilla between 14.5.1970 and 1.4.1991 is the point o . . 
reference for our politics. The existence of an anti-imperialist 
guerrilla in Germany does not automatically follow from the fact 
that there are comrades living underground. We must continually 
struggle to make the guerrilla exist as an offensive political 
force. It should be the task of all comrades to draw self- 
determined consequences from that fact. 

Militants from the anti-imperialist resistance in Germany 
November 1993 




Statement Concerning The Attack: On The CDU Office In Dusseldorf 

On the night of June 4/5, 1994, one week before the elections for the European 
parliament, we deposited 4 explosive devices behind the building complex at 
Kaiserswertherstrasse 93 in Dusseldorf, This building houses, among others, the offices 
of the CDU [Christian democratic party - trans.] in Dusseldorf as well as the CDU regional 
office for "Bergisches land" (Solingen, Wuppertal, etc.). We chose this site because of 
the minimal risk to uninvolved persons. By means of this action, we want to start an open 
discussion concerning the CDU and the politics represented by this party. 

Whether in Palestine or Kurdistan or Turkey, the German state, led by the CDU, is 
at war. Germany, as an important imperialist state, is on the side of the ruling powers 
in those areas. The struggle being carried out by militant comrades, who are not willing 
to accept the status quo, is a struggle for freedom and socialism. 

"From now on, our stance against the PKK will be even tougher. The PKK should know that 
they can not move freely anywhere now." (Kanther, CDU, interior minister, March 20, 1994) 


This statement from Kanther increased the resolve of two Kurds living in Mannheim, 
Nilgun Yildirim and Bedriye Tas, as they themselves stated, who burned themselves to death 
in protest against the German state on March 21 (Newroz). In the statement they left 
behind, Nilgun and Bedriye make mention of German weapons sales to the ruling 
Demirel/Ciller [Turkish government leaders - trans.] clique. There has been a lot of 
debate recently concerning these weapons shipments, but the facts speak for themselves : 
Under the terms of three material aid agreements (1990-1994), 100 Leopard-ls, 300 BRT 60s, 

30 Phantoms, 131 artillery systems, and 187 MTW M-113s have been delivered. Between 
1985—1991, the German state donated 256,000 Kalaschnikovs, 5000 MGs, 100,000 tank shells, 
and 445 million rounds of ammunition. On April 7, the government enacted a temporary halt 
of arms shipments to Turkey, but this ban was lifted again on May 4. And this ban did not 
prevent the Dornier corporation from shipping 212 Stinger missiles on April 15. To make 
the military dimension, by which the imperialist states arm their vassal allies, perfectly 
clear, in 1993, the USA gave Turkey 932 tanks, and Germany shipped an additional 85 . in 
other words, in the space of one year, Turkey was given enough tanks to e W*al .^^T er 
presently possessed by Great Britain. At present, 500,000 soldiers and 50,000 militias 
(so-called village guards) are stationed in 13 provinces (the state of emergency region) 
to carry out a war against the Kurdish liberation struggle. The wa r against militants 
there and the repression here are closely linked: On November 26, 1993, Kanther (CDU) 
"banned" the PKK and other Kurdish organizations; at the end of March alone' 5 ^ 7 4 _ K ^ r ? s 
were arrested in Germany; while chancellor Kohl (CDU) described the Kurdish # Autobahn 
blockades as "unbearable misuse of guest rights", deportation orders were signed and 
carried out step by step. The raid by a police commando, including GSG-9 agents, in 
Saarbrucken last week is a clear sign of the course which is presently being followed. 

On March 7, after a trial lasting more than 4 years in the court bunker in Dusseldorf, 
a verdict was handed down: Both Kurds, Ali Aktas and Hasan Hayri Guller, ^ere given life . 
sentences. On April 12, a trial began in Munich against 13 Kurds who occupied the Turkish 
consulate on June 24, 1993. By means of this action, the Kurds ha ^ho^d to force Kohl 
(CDU) to publically declare an end to weapons shipments to Turkey. The Kurdish militants 
have acted according to their conviction that "resistance is life - berxwedan jiyane . 


"Turkey is the only existing model of a democratic, free-market, muslim state." 
(Darners, CDU, parliamentary foreigner affairs spokesman) 


Germany is also a party in the war against the Turkish communist resistance that 
has been waged since 1982. Already in 1983, Devrimci Sol was banned, and militants and 
activists that have sought political asylum in Germany have often been deported. In 
to avoid being handed over to the fascist military junta (that seized power in a putsch 
on September 12, 1980), Cemal Altun, one of the founders of Ankara Liseli Devrimci 
Genclik", through himself out of a window in a Berlin courthouse on August 30, 1983, and 
died later from his injuries. 


"Deportations to Turkey are something that happen hundreds of times each year in Germany. 
It's a normal part of our laws dealing with foreigners.” 

(Kanther, CDU, in parliament) 


The BND [German intelligence agency - trans.] and the Turkish secret police (MIT) 
work in close cooperation, thus making the immediate arrest of deported persons at Turkish 
airports possible. And the MIT can even make "arrests" in Germany: For example, 4 Devrimci 
Sol militants were kidnapped in Germany and taken to Ankara in 1986. Torture in Turkish 
prisons has been well documented. And this torture continues in the courtroom: 7 Devrimci 
Sol prisoners were beaten up in a courtroom in Istanbul because a May 1st banner was 
unfurled; another 5 Devrimci Sol prisoners were beaten with clubs in the courtroom in 
Kayseri. The Turkish security forces, armed and trained by Germans, have shot and killed 
several* Devrimci Sol militants during arrest operations over the past few years. We 



particularly want to make mention of the raid on a house on March 6, 1993, during which 

Bedri Yagan and Gurcan Ozgur, who made important contributions to the further development 

of communist resistance in Turkey, were killed. , v or -h 

Corporations like HDW, Thyssen, MTU, Krupp, MAN, Krauss Maffei, Heckler & Koch, 
Rohde-Schwarz, Dornier, and others make profits from arms sales to Turkey- In ^® 
political arena, -it is the duty of the CDU to press forward the interests of these 
corporations. On May 30, the federal government wrote a letter tothe business gr>oup BDI, 
insuring them that restrictions on arms sales to countries outside of NATO would soon be 
eased. For a corporation like Daimler, who commented on the sale of Unimogs to the Sudan 
(where two million refugees are continually threatened with death through famine) with 
the words "the deal went through perfectly", the common interests of major Ger ^n 
corporations and the CDU politicians are solidified through personal contacts and 
consultations. For example, von Wartenberg (BDI executive) and Schoser (DIHT executive) 
are part of Kohl's election team. Stihl, Necker, and Murmann make no secret of the fact 
that they hope that the government's present course is further pushed through during the 

The centralized command structure of the CDU and of economics in Germany makes it 
easier for party and corporation politics to be coordinated. The power center of the C 
is Kohl and his team of advisors, the so-called breakfast club (Ackermann, Bohl, 

Ludewig). The power-center of the German economy is the 13-man executive board of the 
Deutsche Bank, to which more than 100 supervisory boardls of the most important 
corporations are linked. The majors banks are well served by the politics of the 
CDU/CSU/FDP government. With profits of more than 2.2 billion DM, the ^Bank has more tha 
enough reason to feel pleased (which is why the 50 million DM debt which Mr. Schneider 
had to write off is just "peanuts", as he himself stated at a press conference). 

Of course the major corporations, who are the backbone of Germany, don t just 
support one party, but rather they finance the politics of all the major parties, 
CDU/CSU/FDP/SPD, who are actually little different from one another. For example, 
biggest single contributors in 1992 (ca. 500,000 DM for each party) were: for the CDU it 
wa! the Daimler corporation, for the CSU [CDU-allied party in Bavaria - trans.] it was 
Bavarian metal industry, for the FDP [liberal party - trans ] it was the North 
Rhein-Westphalia metal industry, and for the SPD ls °°^ 1 1 de 'J ocrat ^ a P® r ^ y t ." 1 ^ lure 
was also Daimler. But no matter how hard Scharping [SPD leader - trans.] tries to lure 
the wealthy to his side, the commanders of the economic sector share the position 

of Kinkel [FDP leader - trans.]: "When the SPD just presents itself as the CDU with a red 
veneer, why should.n*t we just stick with the origins!? 

"As someone who was raised in the country, X can say that what you plant in the spring 

will be harvested in October." _ . . M= „ , 1QQ ,. 

(Kohl, CDU, in the garden of the Germany embassy to the Vatican, May 3, 1994) 

Kohl bases his optimism [for the October 16 general election - trans.], with good 
reason on the proqnosis that the German economy will have expanded by 1.5% in 1994. In 
particular, foreign demands have led to increased profits. When, for example, the Bayer 
corporation reports "increasing profits, 2000 jobs phased out", the one enhances the 
other. Daimler stocks are now being traded on the Singapore market, the HresdnerBank 
wants to open up branches in Mexico and Poland, etc. In other words, the Internationa 
expansion of banks and corporations is continuing nicely. After having expanded into the 
ex-DDR (where 85% of all capital is in the hands of West German corporations), Eastern 
Europe (Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic) is the next region to move into. At the same 
time^ 12 years of CDU rule have led to social polarization: At present there are 8 million 
people (including those in re-schooling programs) out of work, 2.2 million children live 
in poverty, and at least 2.5 million new homes are needed. Work place reconstruction ha 
led to the following: This year alone, 100,000 machinery jobs will be lost, as will 30,000 
in the electronics industry and 23,000 in the steel industry, and so on. The CDU 
government is furthering these developments through its privatization progratft (another 
35 000 railway jobs will be cut this year) and is expecting the number of unemployed to 
qrow by at least 500,000 by the end of 1994. Around 60% of the population are worried 
about the present situation in Germany, particularly regarding uncertain employment, and 
a majority of the German population has a lot, on a global scale, to lose in all of this. 
The workers in the steel industry are, thanks to the situation with the corporation 
Eko-Stahl, getting first-hand experience at how big capitalists can eliminate an entire 
industrial region if they feel like it: In 1989, there were 11,000 jobs, now there are 
only 3000. First Krupp refused to take the firm over, now Riva is also refusing. Eve 
since the CDU first came to power in Dusseldorf in 1949, nothing has changed in the way 
this party mobilizes the large sectors of the population in the interest of the capitalist 
elite. Unlike the FDP, which openly characterizes itself as a party of the elite and 
thereby always gets at least 5% of the vote [the minimum required for representation in 
parliament -trans.], the CDU is supposed to be a "people's party" whose voter potential 
reaches well outside its own regular clientel (businessmen, self-employed persons). 

"The facts surrounding the anti-terror action in Bad Kleinen have been cleared up, we 



introduced anti—crime legislation in 1994, we have worked out a concept for the BKA 
[federal crime bureau - trans.] and the BGS [federal border protection agency - trans.], 
the asylum-problem has improved, the violent PKK has been banned, and the program for 
internal security has been approved. That 1 s how I want to work." 

(Kanther, CDU, in an interview at the end of April) 

• " ^ 

To those people in Germany who have a lot to lose, and they are the majority, the 
CDU presents itself as a party of internal and external security. For internal matters, 
that means full prisons, more cops, more cops on the street, honorary cops, a lessening 
of the separation between the police and the intelligence agencies, etc. The new police 
bill introduced in Saxony, "the best and most modern one in all of Germany"^ (Kanther), 
calls for 14-day internment and eased restrictions on telephone tapping. Private guard 
and security services are the ones that profit most of all from all of this security 
hysteria: 280,000''of these security people are "protecting" cars, subways, airports, etc. • 
External security politics for the CDU {"Safe into the future 1" European election slogan 
- trans.] means not only developing the Eurofighter 2000, but also purchasing it for 102 
million DM (Ruehe, CDU, wants 140 of these jets) . The wall of security around the 
countries of the West European Union is a reality since May 5 (cutting off Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Rumania, and the three Baltic states). 
Previous associations with Norway, Iceland, and Turkey are being re-evaluated. All is 
quiet for the time being, because the there are not enough provisions for the 50,000 
soldiers who will make up the quick-reaction force, which will intervene in actions like 
the one in Somalia, because "until now, these were designed for action in Central Europe 
and they are not adequate to meet the demands of, for example, desert regions." 

"We Germans are, at the present time, once again being made into a fated society." 
(Herzog, CDU, German president, in a magazine interview) 

Since 1979, the CDU has always been the party which has filled the office of 
federal president [a significant albeit ceremonial post - trans.]. Richard von Weizaecker 
(CDU) was especially esteemed by a majority of the German population. From 1958-1962, he 
was a banker in Dusseldorf and Essen before moving to the chemical corporation Boehringer 
in Ingelheim. Weizaecker was the number-two man in this corporation, which made its 
profits by selling dioxins to Dow Chemical for its Agent Orange production during the 
Vietnam War. At the same time (1964-1970), he was president of the "German Evangelical 
Church Days". Becuase he was so apt at joining one thing to another, he was predestined 
for the post of German president. And this is just what he did from 1984-1994: For 
thousands of people across the globe, he praised the murderous imperialist business 
practices of the great power Germany in his polite and refined Christian way of speaking. 
On May 25 of this year, Roman Herzog (CDU) was sworn in as his successor in the Reichstag 
during a 2.5 million DM ceremony. Herzog’s career is closely tied to that of the Nazi 
Maunz, with whom he studied and with who he issued the "Maunz-Duerig-Herzog" commentary 
on the German constitution. Maunz makes no secret of the fact that he often gave judicial 
advice to the leader of the fascist DVU party Frey. So it’s no surprise that Frey’s 
newspaper "Nationalzeitung" wrote in 1982 that it’s impossible to imagine "a more 
honorable person than Dr. Herzog to serve at the head of Germany’s highest court". In 
1987, Herzog became head of Germany's constitutional court, and even before his election 
as president, he stated in an interview with the magazine Focus that he supports a form 
of politics which would have pleased his deceased friend Maunz: Focus: "The preamble of 
the German constitution speaks about the German people ("das Deutsche Volk")..." Herzog: 
"The Weimar constitution phrased it even better: The German people, united in its roots... 
Those people that don't wish to become German should be allowed an adequate amount of time 
to make up their minds. In the end, if they decide against taking up German citizenship, 
then we should say to them: We expect you to go back to that country which you consider 

to be your home," J 

This Herzog-variation of "Foreigners out!" ("Auslaender raus!") is to be seen 
against the backdrop of the development of CDU politics over the past 5 years: In 1989, 
the social polarization as a result of 7 years of CDU politics was extreme; while the 
so-called revolutionary left was more concerned with itself than it was with the 
development of a fundamental systemic anti-captialist alternative, fascist groups shouted 
their racist "solution" to the problems of unemployement and a lack of housing: 
"Auslaender raus!" This fascist mobilization was successful: The Republikaner won 7.5% 
of the vote in Berlin in January 1989 and 7.1% during the European elections in June 1989. 
During their party conference in Bremen in September 1989, the CDU drew the necessary 
conclusions: Instead of the solution offered by Lummer (CDU), who proposed a coalition 
with the Republikaner, a decision was made to make Republikaner voters feel at home in 
the CDU by forcing through anti-foreigner politics. Geissler was replaced as the party’s 
general secretary by Ruehe, and Ruehe got all the local CDU organizations to take up 
anti-immigrant policies step by step, thus clearing a path for the changing of Artie e 
16 [the guaranteed right to asylum - trans.] in the German constitution. After November 
9 , 1989 , the CDU made an offensive to present itself as a truly national party, thus 

leading to election success in the ecstatic year 1990. In 1992, camps were set up all 



across Germany where refugees were to be put during their first three months °* D n ®f ^bor 
Ruehe's campaign was tremendously successful: He achieved a sort ,° f rn n ^ r tv nnlitics 
between the racists on the streets (Hoyerswerda, Rostock, etc > and CDU P^ty politics. 
By means of a self-fulfilling prophecy, "so that things don't get even worse , the CDU 
was able to abolish the right to asylum in Germany. It's no surprise that the vote to 
change the constitution and the fascist firebombing in Solingen took place during the same 
week in May 1993. 

"The present levels of immigration exceed that which a population can successfully 

^Olderog, CDU, during the parliamentary debate regarding the racist pogrom in Magdeburg 
on May 12, 1994) 

Since November 1, 1993, the CDU has pushed through another extremely racist piece 
of legislation, namely the "Refugee Service Law". Now, refugees receive only 80% the level 
of subsistence welfare payments given out to Germans, and even ■this is pa.id • “ £J* 

form of humiliating food packets or vouchers. The levels of deportation hav< e |teatly 
increased since Germany’s constitution was changed. The Berlin interio:firit^step 
Heckelmann (CDU) reported a six-fold increase in January 1994. On May 1, the first P 
was taken towards Germany's biggest-ever deportation action: 100,000 Croatian refugees 
are to be sent back home, a move which the Croatian government has used to justify its 
deportation of 200,000 Muslim refugees back to Bosnia. 

"We Germans need to once again feel ourselves to be one nation. 

{Schauble, CDU) 

Schauble, the present leader of the CDU/CSU parliamentary fraction, is practically 
the number-two man in the party, and he is already preparing himself for the post Kohl 
era. At the Berlin party conference in 1993 , he gave a hint at its direction with 
notions of a "protected and fated German society" and our German fatherland . The CDU 
as the party of German imperialism for the 1990s. The party delegateswelcomed this 
ideological direction, and they rewarded him with standing ovations. With this dire. , 
Schauble is not only reaching out to Republikaner voters, but he is also securing an 
ideological course which will hold together the party’s own 700,000 ™®^ ersaf ^f 
is gone. Schauble accpeted his position as key negotiator, first with the last DDR 
government (the reunification agreement) and then with the SPD (changing the ^ather he is 
in the constitution). But he is not only a pragmatic power-politician, but rather he ls 
also one of the few CDU leaders who can effectively articulate the party s ideology. 

That is made clear in his 256-page book "Und der Zukunft zugewandt", which is a 
mixture of bland capitalist political demands (for example, more daily hours of machine 
SSSSi™> and reactionary-fascist proposals (he writes that the Ger.an (11 family is 
the foundation of the German state, and he hopes to reverse the Reclining birth rate of 
the German (!) population, something which he describes as an active form 
constitutional protection” for the German state). 

Attack the CDU in those areas where the party has its decentralized bases of operation, 
the regional and local offices! 

"Manv different forms of armed actions and militancy will simply take place in various 
political and social confrontations. It doesn't matter what the RAF or the prisoners say. 
(Helmut Pohl, RAF-prisoner, August 1993) 

Stop the state witness trial against Heidi Schulz which began on May 25! 

Greetings and soldiarity to Fatma, Mehmet, and Abidinl 

We have nothing to lose. 

Struggle together! 

Anti-Imperialist Resistance Cell "Nadia Shehadah" 



"Anti-Imperialist Cell" Communique 

Early November, 1994 

"The horrible realization was that we knew everything, yet did nothing, so things kept spiralling downward: each 
person, the group, 'Stammheim' the institution, guerrilla, illegality apology. And now to see just how fucked up, 
dirty, and mean it is, and that the simplicity (on the one side) lies in once again recognizing oneself as a fighter, 
how it was, what you know about yourself, our methods, the level - to break through countless levels to arrive at 
'wereality as a fight - and certainly not a have/should have balance,... " (Ingrid Schubert, prisoner from the Red 
Army Fraction, November 21,1976) 

We have been struggling since April 22, 1992, for the creation of a militant anti-imperialist 
resistance in Germany. We want to contribute to the further development of a militant resistance in 
Germany, one which has its roots in the political content of the militant/armed struggle of the Red Army 
Fraction (May 14,1970 - April 1,1991). We don’t view militant resistance as something for the few, but 
rather as a matter for all those people who have not imprisoned their hearts and minds in resignation, 
depolitidzation, and apathy. At the end of September/beginning of October in Bremen, it was shown, 
despite preventive measures from the German state, that various comrades from the anti-national 
resistance could articulate militancy from a position of weakness. The "politics of needle pricks" of the 
militant resistance, which Bremen’s interior senator Nispen (FDP) mentioned, was a politically painful 
reality for the self-representation of the German state. We deposited explosive devices in early June (before 
the European elections) at the CDU office in Dusseldorf and at the end of September (before the German 
elections) at the FDP office in Bremen. We did this, because we think it’s important to have a militant 
exchange with the politics of the ruling party bloc CSU/CDU/FDP/Greens/SPD. In our communiques 
from both actions, we attempted to thematize the politics of the ruling CDU and FDP parties. The result 
of the parliamentary elections is that Germany will in future still be ruled by an all-party coalition, as was 
the case previously. The situation in the institution conglomerate parliament/upper house/mediation 
committee makes that dear. 

"An extra-parliamentary opposition which wishes to enter parliament loses its own quality and becomes 
a force of the system which can perhaps overcome the 5% hurdle, but which cannot carry out 
extra-parliamentary politics on the basis of a theoretically-grounded strategy." (Agnoli, late 1968) 

It’s not even worth mentioning the fact that the BSA [Trotskyist splinter-party - trans.] and the 
MLPD [the biggest Marxist/Leninist splinter-party in Germany - trans.] are on the election ballot. But we 
do consider the effects of the PDS [Party of Democratic Socialism; has 30 seats in the German parliament 
- trans.] to be problematic This party, which has established itself as the third-largest political force in East 
Germany; has caused several people who do not accept the ruling conditions in Germany to;be fooled by 
the illusion that it is not necessary to self-consdously break through tire boundaries for action set up by 
the state in order to push through their demands against the satisfied majority of the German population. 
Even several West German leftists are fascinated by the PDS, which is grotesque when you consider the 
last 26 years of the history of the German left: The course of the ’68 movement could have taught us a lot 
about extra-parliamentary opposition. And then there’s devdopment of the Green Party: True, Fischer 
[parliamentary fraction leader of Buendis 90/The Greens - trans.] hasn't yet been named as foreigner 
minister, but the "adaptation trip of these stuffy bourgeois fools", as Jutta Ditfurth put it, will continue. 
If the German left does not draw any consequences from its history, then the further development of the 
resistance will certainly not be possible. 

The task of leftists who define themselves as antagonists with regards to the German state is to 
to concentrate on a consequential form of extra-parliamentary resistance politics in order to figure out how 
progress can be made on the path towards the self-organization of those people who, as a minority here 
in Germany, are interested in change. During the recent parliamentary dections, 19.3% of voters in West 
Germany and 26.3% in East Germany decided not to take part in the voting ritual. Leftists interested in 



becoming socially relevant should make an effort to understand the motives of these "non-voters". Even 
though the polit-diques of the major political parties don't like to talk about it, it still causes them to 
worry when, for example on 26.6, only 54.8% of eligible voters took part in the state elections m 
Saxony-Anhalt. After the general elections in 1990, the CDU in Stuttgart hired Dr. Eilfort from Tuebingen 
to carry out "abstention research" to figure out the political motives of "non-voters", and he described his 
findings as "shocking 1 ': Approximatelty 80% of "non-voters" described themselves as politically interested, 
but they reject the ruling political parties. These people assume that "the politicians do what they want , 
they are unhappy with their socio-economic situation, they can't indentify a real political alternative an 
hence they become apathetic. Eilfort concludes in his dissertation: "There seems to be a strong correlation 
between poverty and voter abstention: Those people who should be most interested in change take part 
the least in voting." The relationship between voters and non-voters is, therefore, a reflection of the splits 
within German society in general. The following data from the so-called poverty conference also illustrate 
these splits: In 1992, 7.5% of people in the West and 14.8% of people in the East had to get by with an 
income which was less than half the average level in Germany. Approximately 2.2 million children m 
Germany live in poverty (1 out of every 7 children). The minority cannot push through its demands 
against the majority through "democratic" legal means. Here is where the responsibility of militant 

resistance politics comes in. __. . ccz 

Other comrades attacked the CDU office in Siegburg at the end of September. This was the office 
of the CDU/CSU parliamentary fraction’s external affairs spokesman, Lamers. Lamers, together wit 
Schaeuble [head of the CDU parliamentary fraction - trans.], presented a paper from the parliamentary 
fraction on 1.9 with the seemingly harmless tide "Thoughts On European Politics". This 14-page document 
could be considered the fundamental strategy for making Germany into a world power. Lamers/Schaeuble 
assume that Germany is destined to become a superpower "because of its geographic location, its size, and 
its history". A quasi-ultimatum is issue to France, together with the Benelux states, to force an mtergration 
of the so-called core of Europe, because otherwise Germany "might have to stabilize Eastern Europe on 
its own, with traditional means, on account of our own security interests". At the end of Germany s term 
as EU president during the upcoming summit meeting in Essen in December, a "development strategy 
for the states of Eastern Europe will be presented, the goal of which is to expand the European Urnonto 
the east Right now, Poland, the Czech Republic, Solvakia, Hungary, Rumania, and Bulgaria are associated 
with the EU; agreements are now being prepared for the Baltic states and Slovenia. Germany has the 
biggest interest of all the EU-member nations of seeing the European Union expanded eastwards: 
Germany controls more than 50% of all EU trade with Eastern Europe. Furthermore, Lumers/Schaeuble 
note that "the East is also an important arena for Germany’s foreign policy", in other words, it s a sort of 
front yard for military strategy. When Finland and Austria, and most likely Sweden and Norway as well, 
become EU-member states in January 1995, Germany’s role as the EUs central power will be further 


^In the Lamers-Schaeuble-paper, the relationship between Germany and France is describedas the 
"core of the core", with the Benelux states serving as filler; the EU commission's future president, Santer 
(from Luxemburg), is a German/French puppet Economically, Germany is dominant in the _EU with its 
D-mark. It’s unlikely that Europe’s monetary union will go into effect on January 1,1999, with the D-mark 
being dropped as the basis of predominance. Schaeuble/Lamers want Germany to advance, not only 
economically, but militarily/politically as well, to put Germany on the same level as the 5 permanen 
members of the UN Security CoudL Therefore, Germany is willing to make a deal with France which will 
allow the French franc to gain from the D-mark’s stability in the monetary union, as long as France is 
willing to help Germany to become a military-political superpower. France is willing to accept this deal; 
when France takes over the EU presidency from Germany in January 1995, they will put forward to plan 
to develop a joint air force which can be deployed in international missions. To emphasize this new 
cooperation for the French population, on July 14, German tanks were allowed to roll down the Champs 
Elvsees for the first time since 1945. It is known that France continues to intervene in Africa with the 
arrogance of a military superpower and a former colonial power. When the French government recently 
invited the German armed forces to take part in the intervention in Zaire/Rwanda, even Ruehe [German 
defence minister - trans.] was surprised. Along with the EU’s expansion to the east and the taking in of 
4 new members, the EU summit in Essen will also deal with the issue of EU politics with regards to 
non-EU states in the Mediterranean. There are plans to discuss "EU association treaties to create a 



free-trade zone" which will stretch all the way from Morocco to Israel. A common security strategy with 
all of these nations will be strived after, with only the Jamahiriya excluded. 

"We can't concern ourselves with reformist demands to the institutions of the EU. The decisive 
factor must be our resistance..." wrote comrades preparing for the demonstration against the EU summit 
in Essen on 10.12. A precondition to the resistance on this day is continuous content work with regards 
to EU politics. Back in 1982, the May Paper [from the RAF -trans.] discussed the significance of the 
developements in Western Europe. When comrades from the guerrilla thematized the politics of the 
Western European Union in their attack on Braunmuehl, this analysis had a rather singular character. A 
broad anti-EU discussion has thusfar been lacking. Content work is made even more difficult by the fact 
that the institutional conglomerate of the EU apparatus is so hard to understand in its entirety. This can 
be confirmed by those people who have attempted to keep track of internal EU developments on such 
issues as the bioethi.cs convention, patent standards, biotechnological discoveries, new food prescriptions, 
drinking water and pesticide guidelines, etc. On the other hand, there are facts which dearly illustrate the 
full inhuman extent of EU politics: While 786 million people are starving across the world, the EU bought 
up and destroyed 23 billions kilograms of fruit and vegetables in 1993/94. The world's food production 
would be more than suffident if things were distributed more justly; each person in the world could 
receive 2,500 calories per day, 150 more than are required for good nutrition. 

"The fact is, if we don't ad now, a flood of refugees will overwhelm the states of Europe in the very near 
future. At the present time, there are approximately 100 million refugees in the world, fleeing for whatever 
reason. At least 10 million are seeking to enter the EU. Because of television, which broadcasts images of 
the high standard of living in the EU even to the furthest comer of Africa, the number of refugees seeking 
to enter the EU could swell as high as 20-30 million." (state secretary Repnik, CDU) 

The formation of the "European nation" (whatever that is), by means of which the fragmented 
metrpolitan sodety will be held together, has bitter consequences for immigrants in the EU. In Germany, 
approximately 5,000 refugees are waiting to be deported. More and more of these are taking actionto 
make their situation known to the public (for example in Buereri, Leverkusen, Kassel, and Berlin). The 
Nigerian refugee Kola Bankole did not survive his mistreatment in Frankfurt's airport at the hands of the 
German federal border police ("biting protection" and sedative injections), and Tamil refugees drown in 
the Neisse river trying to enter German territory which is guarded by federal border troops - all of that 
is reality in this country. In France, repression minister Pasque is the main person responsible for state 
racism: Dark skin color is enough of a reason for the police to terrorize migrants from Maghreb. Education 
minister Bayrou increased the radst mood in Renee with his decree issued on August 20. In Ulle, for 
example, the head of the Lycee Faidhefbe refused to allow 18 young women to attend dasses at the 
school. The reason: they were wearing Islamic head scarves. 

"Our only right to resist them, their laws, the system and its conformism, to resist the state, to defend 
ourselves against this day-to-day exploitation and humiliation is the right to revolt, to refuse, the right 
of emancipation, the right to speak out, to take rip arms, to criticize, to organize ourselves/to struggle, 
to rise up and fight to the end, everywhere, without pause." (Joelle, Nathalie, and Jean-Marc, imprisoned 
militants from Action Directe, May 2,1994) 

Our politics will from now on be oriented towards making a militant/armed intervention in those 
places where the German elite have their workplaces and homes. 

We call on all comrades to give solidarity and support to Birgit Hogefeld during her tnal m 

Frankfurt. 

Struggle Together! 

Anti-Imperialist Cell 



A Critique Of The Anti-Imperialist Cell 

By The Group Barbara Kistler 

• * ^ 

During the heated general election campaign last year, we planted a bomb at the regional office 
of the Christian democratic CDU party in Siegburg on September 24. Among others, the CDU's 
parliamentary foreign policy spokesperson Kurt Lamers and CDU general secretary Peter Hinze had 
offices there. The media falsdy credited this action to the Anti-Imperialist Cell (AIZ). . 

For this reason, we think it's necessary to examine tire politics of the AIZ and, on the basis of this 
critique, to start a discussion concerning the further-development of militant intervention. This paper is 
not just directed at the AIZ. We hope that we can contribute to the discussion of the goals of militant 
actions in the struggle of the radical-left towards socialism. Although we initially considered the direction 
of the AIZ to be correct and therefore linked our struggle to theirs, both in terms of content as well as 
time period, we now realize that the AIZ would give different answers to several fundamental questions 

than we would. . . , . .... 

The AIZ disagreed with the RAF cease-fire of April 1992 and they see their own politics as the 

continuation of this old line. We, on the other hand, see the break which was made by the RAF as the 
result of the past 20 years of politics. This break was an attempt to differentiate nght from wrong, a 
method which is still a fundamental part of revolutionary development. The AIZ refuses to recognize this 
dead-end which the RAF had reached, as if there had never been any need to have a new beginning. 

Their actions are little more than just a cheap imitation of 20 years of armed experience. The RAF left ots 
of things open in terms of the further-development of their politics. They haven't been able to fill m the 
gaps of their political content, but nor do they attempt to make up for thdr weakness, and the weakness 
of the left in general, by simply continuing on a path which has dearly failed. 

Revolutionary Responsibility ...... . , , „ 

"In order to create political pressure, we have consciously inserted a hmted tune and space of potentially 

lethal danger in those places where we carry out actions." (AEZ, 13.0335) 

Revolutionary responsibility means balancing the danger to those involved with the political 
effect. In this sense, those involved refers to anyone in positions of responsibility at the target attacked. 
Danger to uninvolved persons must, in every case, be prevented. We reject a lack of scruples, the notion 
that "the ends justify tire means". In our opinion, targeted attacks against individuals, and that doesn t just 
mean the potential danger caused by an action, are out of the question at the present time in Germany. 

Anyone in Germany who militanfiy intervenes in social processes must take the responsibility for 
the political repercussions. A death, even of someone involved in carrying out the action, would destroy 
all attempts to bring militant politics from out of the confines of a small drde of people. The attacks m 
Bremen (on the office of the centrist FDP party) and in Wolfsburg (on the house of Volkmar Koehler, 
former Secretary of State and present chairman of the German-Moroccan Friendship Sodety) entailed 
potentially fatal danger, even for uninvolved persons. If someone had been killed in those attacks, both 
the immediate price (a life) as well as the political price would not in any way have justified the political 

benefit (anchoring) of the actions. . 

Revolutionary responsibility means always examining the danger posed to urunvolved persons 
and coordinating the technical aspects of the action in relation to this danger. The AIZ have not done ttus, 
and they have arrived at a position which we cannot agree with. 

The Attack On The House Of Volkmar Koehler 

We have the following criticisms of the attack on the house of Volkmar Koehler: 

1. Inappropriate Means ,. 

A bomb can be a very useful tool for damaging the logistics of individuals, a corporation, a 

government office, etc. When placed in front of a house, this weapon merely becomes a symbol for a 
potentially deadly threat. Militant groups should reject this type of symbolic action because of the 
potential risk of killing uninvolved persons. 



2. The Meaning Of The Attack 

This attack had no meaning for people, neither in the general public nor within the radical-left. 

Nor will the action have any affect on the politics of the German-Moroccan Friendship Society, nor will it 
shed any public light on that group's activities, at least not any more than what was written by the AIZ 
in their communique? Nor will the attack help strengthen progressive forces in Morocco. 

3. The Communique And The Militant Action 

The communique is a good research document on the situation in Morocco. It exposes the 
Friendship Society and its role in the Moroccan government's war against the leftist opposition. But the 
communique fails to point out any possible perspectives for developments ether here or in Morocco. The 
bomb exploded in a vacuum. The only effect it had, apart from damaging the house, was finding a broad 
readership for the communique. And by proclaiming a potentially deadly threat, the PR effect was 
increased even more. 

Solidarity 

In file Koehler communique, the AIZ make positive references to Khadaffi and the Islamic 
movement. Whereas political analyses can be made of the latter, we find it impossible to express any 
solidarity with the state of Libya. A purely anti-imperialist stance, such as Libya has, is not sufficient if 
this position is not also linked to fixe fundamental principles of emancipatory politics. For example, when 
Khadaffi writes in his 'Green Book’ that the role of women is defined by nature and that a "woman who 
neglects motherhood has forsaken her natural role in life", this removes any possibility for solidarity. 

Imperialism means fixe economic and cultxxral exploitation of vast portions of the world by highly 
industrialized states. This is a form of capitalist values being placed on entire continents. An 
anti-imperialist struggle which only seeks liberation from imperialist conditions is not necessarily a 
progressive struggle if it doesn't also seek liberation from the exploitation and oppression of some people 
by other people. A part of this, of course, is liberation from patriarchal structures. We need to measure 
anti-imperialist movements and organizations on the basis of their emancipatory content in order to join 
our struggle with their struggle for worldwide liberation. Only in this way can our international solidarity 
be put into practice. 

The Task Of Militant Groups In Germany 

The present situation of fixe left is characterized by splintering and collapse. Most political 
initiatives don’t progress beyond subjective elements of liberation. They look at social reality here in 
Germany based on their own political devdopment. Militant fighting groups are searching for new ways 
to break out of this social isolation. 

A central question of revolutionary politics is the qxiestion of anchoring. This has to do with 
socialist perspectives which can provide an alternative to capitalism for broad sectors of the population. 
We shoxild make use of the gap between "those above who do what they want" and those who say "what 
can I do about it?" in order to provide something positive for those people who want change. The 
objective weakness of the radical-left can only be changed through strong content and consistent politics 
in fixe sodety, outside fixe confines of the scene-ghetto. 

Groups who are concerned with the effects of fixe contemporary social order (neighbourhood 
groups, groups who work with the homdess and the unemployed, anti-racist groups, etc) can provide 
the basis for revolutionary politics. If we can agree that different forms of struggle should relate to one 
another, then militant and armed initiatives have the potential to strengthen these movements and add 
pressure to t he ir demands. They bring into question the omnipotence of capitalism and they can cause an 
objective material weakening of fixe logistics of fixe state while at the same time strengthening fixe radical 
movements. 

The AIZ does not fulfil any of the criteria by which we measure revolutionary groups. For this 
reason, we suggest that they abandon their project. 

Group Barbara Kistler 
March 1995 

(Barbara Kistler was a Swiss internationalist who was killed by the Turkish army in Kurdistan.) 



AT 7 , Discussion: Critique Of Group Barbara Kistler • 

In Interim #327, the Group Barbara Kistler presented a discussion paper about the 
Anti-Imperialist Cell-L AIZ). We are also working on such a paper and plan to publish it in the near 
future. This preliminary statement is a result of some comments made by Group Barbara Kistler. In 
short, what they wrote 

disturbed us so much that we couldn’t wait until our paper was finished. 

We’re not really sure what Group BK hoped to prove by publishing such a paper. The paper 
was written in such a harsh style and showed no solidarity whatsoever, and some of tire accusations 
made are way out of line when you look at what is actually stated in AIZ communiques. 

The praxis and political orientation of the AIZ have been dealt with so superficially that all 
previous analyses are very suspect to us. In our opinion, the discussion papers of the AIZ have a high 
degree of political value. It is urgently necessary that all people interested in the further development 
and reorientation of revolutionary politics in Germany concern themselves with the AIZ. This text 
from us is our contribution to that process. 

Group BK wrote: "The AIZ could not accept the RAF cease-fire of April 1992 and their politics 
are a continuation of this old line." This statement is completely false. As early as their first discussion 
paper (225.92), the AIZ wrote:” We want to learn from the theoretical/practical experiences of the 
guerrilla (that also means learning from their mistakes) and contribute to the further development of 
militant politics in this country." The notion that they are simply sticking to the RAFs old line (up to 
April 1992) tells us that either you never read any of the AIZ's papers or that you wish to consciously 
misrepresent the politics of the AIZ in order to discredit them. Even you all cannot deny the fact that 
the AIZ are one of the few groups right now in Germany seeking to propagate a reorientation of 
militant politics. As for analyzing the old politics of the RAF, the AIZ have already given us 
something productive to read (see their communique from 8.7.94). 

We also find it impossible to see how you can justify your negative comments concerning the 
AIZ action against Kohler, for example by dismissing the action by stating that the potential for loss of 
life also applied to uninvolved persons. Sure, anywhere a bomb goes off or a molotov gets tossed 
danger can never be theoretically entirely eliminated since chance occurrences can result in uninvolved 
persons being harmed. Even with very careful planning, human beings cannot rule out bad luck. Even 
with your own action, when a CDU office went up in flames, maybe someone (like a burglar, for 
instance) could have been inside at the time. Or maybe the cops in Berlin could have found the device 
which was designed to blow up the new deportation prison just at the exact moment it went off. As 
far as that action was concerned, these cops would have counted as "uninvolved persons" since they 
weren’t the target of the attack. But let's forget about such useless and absurd speculations. It's clear to 
everyone that actions should be planned in such a way that uninvolved persons are not harmed. But 
we can never fully rule out coincidences. We think the AIZ fulfilled these necessary criteria during 

their actions. 

The next point we'd like to discuss is the segment of your text under the subheading 
"Solidarity". You make it clear that it is impossible for you to be in solidarity with Libya. To justify 
this, you pull out quotations from Muammar Al-Khaddafi's Green Book as proof of his 
non-emandpatory politics. This is further evidence of your superfidal and casual approach to analysis. 
The damning of everything which doesn't fit in with Autonome notions of PC is charaderistic of the 
present times. The fad is, however, that the Great Sodalist libyan-Arab People’s Jamahiriya is the last 
dearly anti;imperialist state in the world. The Libyan people have developed a truly unique form of 
base democracy. The organs of popular power from the bottom (people s referendums) to the top 
(general people's congresses) are built on the prindple of the reversed pyramid. The second element 
which is designed to guarantee the unperverted implementation of this popular power is the 
imperative mandate. This means that Libya has no system of representatives, rather delegates only 
come together when people's congresses are convened. The illiteracy rate, which stood at 90% when 
Libya gained its independence in 1969, has sunk to less than 40% today, and school enrollment figures 
are presently higher than 90%. There are no slums, each family owns a home. Health care in Libya is 
free, a fact which has risen the life expectancy from 37 in 1969 to 60 today. Furthermore, the 
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Jamahiriya is the only Arab country where all people are guaranteed a minimum income and a level 
of social security which is comparable to international standards. As for the role of women in Libyan 
society, Karam Khella wrote the following in the newspaper A1 Karamah: "Libya is one of the only 
Arab or Islamic countries in which the traditional role of women has been surpassed in quick steps. In 
educational, labor, and decision-making structures (people's congresses), the number of women is 
continually rising. The mobilization of women has been a tremendous service to the Libyan revolution. 
From this, it can be seen that the praxis of women has gone well beyond the boundaries described in 
the third volume of the Green Book." 

Of course it's clear that Libya is still a male-dominated society. But our point, in contrast to 
that of Group BK, is as follows: Especially now (with UN sanctions in place because of Libya's refusal 
to hand over two Lockerbie bombing suspects) the Jamahiriya is a situation where they need support. 
The aggressors know that a land invasion of Libya would be a suicidal tactic Because, under the 
motto "All weapons, wealth, and power in the hands of the people! The people armed shall never be 
defeated!", ever since 1980 a policy of arming all Libyan citizens has been in place. So, the imperialist 
nations, especially the USA, have chosen other means, such as cowardly air attacks and sanctions, to 
destroy the Jamahiriya. The defeat of the Jamahiriya would be a heavy blow to all progressive 
anti-imperialist and anti-Zionist forces in the Arab region. So, let's be active! Let's not abandon them in 
their struggle against U.S. imperialism! The UN sanctions must be ended! (A good book about the 
Jamahiriya is "Libya In The Crosshairs" (Libya im fadenkreuz) by Ingrid Schnurbusch!) 

In dosing, we'd like to comment on Group BlCs call for the AIZ to disband. The 
Anti-Imperialist Cdl is one of the only revolutionary militant groups in this country. Critiques of their 
content and praxis are certainly needed. But it's also important to give each other solidarity. Demands 
that the AIZ cease to exist are counter-productive and seem similar to the methods of 
counter-insurgency. That's all for now. 

In honorable memory of Siegfried Hausner of the "Holger Meins Commando" who was murdered 
during the RAFs occupation of the German embassy in Stockholm 20 years ago. 

We will win! 

The Fruits of Rage (Die Erben des Zorns) 

25.4.95 


"There are different places, but there is only one front - fight imperialism, everywhere!" 



Another Critique Of The AIZ 


Dear Anti-Imperialist Cell! 

You all are doing a load of crap! , 

Most people on the left, those people you are trying to reach, either don t understand your 

activities, or they reject them. The same is true for us, the editorial collective of Agitare Bene. - 
Let's start with your internationalist political stance. You have interesting ana yses o 
politics of the FDP in Bremen (which are representative of their politics at the federal level) and t e 

1016 ° f < BuT^ts^bout it. We have^undamental problems with the way you carried out your last few 
actions, specifically the attacks on the homes of politicians Kohler and Blank. We haven t rea 
communique for the action against Blank in Erkrath yet, but that's not important as far as our critique 

is conce ^^ idamental criteria for revolutionary actions is that those people who carry them out have 
things under control from start to finish so that all possible accidents are excluded. This*£ 
ordCTto prevent uninvolved persons from being hurt, something which would allow the other side to 

turn the action around and use it in its own favor. . . . ,.. . m „ nf 

You all were very irresponsible in your last actions which were aimed at the homes of 
politicians located in residential areas. As for the warning siren which you used in Erkrath, its unclear 
whether this actually scared people away or in fact drew curious people towards ti- 

And your formula of potentially "deadly threats" just adds to this. We think that this scarcely 
political position is just your attempt to escape having any sort of responsibility. Surely you all must 
toow whether you want to kill someone or not (and why). Your formula seems to us to be something 
like, "oh well, let's just do it and see what happens". The revolutionary left in Germany can be glad 
that there were no injured family members or neighbours in Erkrath. Particularly in the aftermath of 
the Oklahoma massacre, the ruling classes could have utilized that to launch a massive campaign of 

repressi^agamst^eML^ ^ ^ Qther ways as well. When you set a barricade 

on fire outside the home of the parents of a GSG-9 commando, who was the target of Jhe achonbu^ 
who didn’t actually live at the home which was targeted, you had good intentions, but little else. So 
you shouldn’t be surprised if your actions are difficult to convey to people. Many people dunk that 
you all will simply accept anything that happens, just so long as your analysis is correct Which brings 

m We E fWnkyou all need to have a fundamental discussion about what you are doing and how 
you are doing it Because of the high standards which you aim at and the intensity level of the 
confrontation which you desire, you all have a level of responsibility which goes far beyond just 

yourselves. 


Sincerely, 

Agitare Bene - May 1995 




'T^rm The Spirit 


Rote Zora Communique 


Against Immigration Profiteers! 


Neo-nazi marches, attacks, and murders are 
once again dally events here In Germany, as Is the 
public political ritual of disgust and pity which 
follow. The backgrounds of events like Solingen 
dearly show that racist mobilizations are not merely 
tolerated by die state and die cops, not only are they 
called for and desired, but rather even their culmina¬ 
tion-murder - is no accident: In Solingen, a neonazi 
gang of murderers was built up, activated, and 
shielded from persecution with the aid of a stole 
agent Five Turkish women and girls died as a result 

Racist mobilizations are< fttllizated >s Justifica¬ 
tions for new foreigner and immigration policies. 
Against the background of.attacks on refugees, a 
mood is created which makes possible any sort of 
inhumane treatment of refugees. 

By means of hunger-strikes, demonstrations, 
visits to state agencies, and refusing to accept food 
packets, or by throwing them out the window, 
women and men refugees have protested against 
their being shutout of die welfare systemand Instead 
supplied wlthfoodpackets. [Asylum seekers used to 
be paid monthy cash allowances, with which they 
could shop and buy food for themselves, but now 
they are only given food packets Instead of money. 

- trans.1 While back in their home countries, their 
means of living were stolen from them, here they 
must fight against further destruction through racist 
special treatment They are struggling against the 
new special legislation which took effect on Novem¬ 
ber 1,1993,which labelled them as peopleof‘lower 

quality" and which denies them a right to a humane 
existence. For the first time ever in German post-war 
history, an entire group of people (women, children, 

and men refugees without German passports) have 

been singled-out and excluded from the so-called 
existence-level minimum welfare income standard 
On German soil, die refugees are placed In 
camps surrounded by walls, fences, and security 


the standard for welfare assistance. This law estab¬ 
lished a humdating system of “services" (vouchers, 
secondhand clothes, forced deanings...). This ab¬ 
sence of cadi payment Is especially difficult in a 
world where all life activities and the fulfillment of 
needs are coupled with money. It makes it impos¬ 
sible for die refugees to take care of themselves, to 
live in a manner they are accustomed to, to make 
and discuss their social life with one another, 
and therefore it hands them overtothe racist arbitrari¬ 
ness of bureaucrats. It prevents the exchange of 
experiences and advice with others, and lawyers no 
longer receive payment, therefore virtually abolish¬ 
ing any Judicial oudets which the refugees may have 
had 

Medical care has also been drastically reduced 

Only acute, life-threatening, and contagious sick¬ 
nesses are treated, but not chronic Alnesses or the 
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tries In eastern Europe, Africa, and Asia, away from 
nationalist and racist wars and power struggles, from 
destruction and a lade of a future as a result of die 
collapse of their social structures, here they are 
branded as economic refugees and excess popula¬ 
tion and are regulated by special legislation. The 
state immigration policies in the refugees* countries 
of origin are managed and designed by die wealthy 
metropolitan regimes and banks soastopushthrough 
their patriarchal "New World Order". The people in 
the impoverished countries of this world have for 
years been defined as "excess population* by the 
ruling powers (“global population crisis", "popula¬ 
tion explosion”, etc). 

Those people that actually succeed in making 
it here are confronted with the same politics and 
ideology. 

The special legislation is designed to scare 
refugees out of even trying to come here and to make 
those that do come have as unbearable a stay as 
possible. Also, deportations are to be made as fric- 
tionl ess as possible so that they can be "carried out*. 
After refugees fleeing from the war in Bosnia were 
only allowed into Germany when private individu¬ 
als were willing to finance their stay, the so-called 
Refugee Service Law for newly-arriving refugees 


loog-tenneffects of malnutrition, tortue, war injuries, 
or (sexual) violence. Who and what are to be treated 
is up tothe arbitrary desires of the bureaucrats. Alack 
of cash payment is coupled with compulsory labor at 

2 DM per hour, and refusal to do this work can result 

in the loss of the ridiculous monthly allowance 
payment (40 DM per child and 80 DMperadulO-and 
all of tills is coupled with the never-ending prospect 
of deportation. 

Anyone who manages to stay for more than 
three months is no longer prevented from seeking 
work. However, only the worst and lowest paying 
Jobs, ones which western Europeans wont take, are 
available to refugees. 

Because of the hopdessnessof this right to stay 
provided for in the new (unjust) asylum law, many 
more refugees, including entire families, are going 
into illegality. That means an even more Insecure 
hunger, and the need for housing. To be 
able to live here, many women have no other choice 
but to hand themselves over to illegal sex traders. 

One success which the refugee women and 
men have achieved is that, for example, Cologne is 
now once again handing out the reduced welfare 
payments, and Freiburg is as well, at least to those 
refugees that have been in Germany for at least a 
year. 

Some cities and towns are willing to make 
compromises, partly because providing other ser¬ 
vices means dealing with loads of red tape and 
bureaucratic organization. For this reason, Hamburg, 
Kassel, and many other cities refused to adopt the 
service proposal. Because the inhumane treatment 


of refugees is a matter of political interest, a new 
proposal has since been introduced by Birzele (inte¬ 
rior minister of the province Baden-Wurtenburg - 
nans.) which would extend the service legislation 
principle to ALL refugees, regardless of how long 
they have been In Germany. This must be pre¬ 
vented!!! 

For resourceful businesses, the delivery of food 
packets can mean a new market and high profits. The 
market value of these packets is well below what the 
city officials pay for them. Costs for packaging, 
transportation, etc are passed on to the refugees. 
Therefore, die refugees actually only receive about 
50% of the sodal welfare they are entitled to. 

Profits can also be increased by sacrificing the 
quality of the food provided. Old and spoiled food, 

wfaldi can longer be sold in stores, gets putinto the 

refugees* packets. When the refugees refuse to eat 
thisgarbage, the good Germans call them ungrateful. 

In the business of providing food products to 
women, children, and men refugees, the entrepre- 
neurHerbertWeigl fromBavaria is the main profiteer 
who cashes in big from the state’s refugee policies: 
WeigTsbusiness in Numberg secured a monopoly on 
providing meals and accomodations for refugees in 
Bavaria and for refugees in many other provinces as 
well In order to maximize his profits, Welgl pro¬ 
duces cheap fruit and vegetables in the ex-DDR 

throughasub-corporation known asMHGO.MEIGO 

(situatednear Gera and Infieriln) primarily provides 
for refugees in Saxony, Thurtngen, Brandenburg, 

and Berlin, but also in West Germanan provinces as 
well, such as in North Rheln-Westphaiia. At present, 
Weigl/MHGO are earning profits from approximately 
20,000 refugees, who (according to a Monitor report 
published in March 1994) receive compulsory ser¬ 
vices. Weigl’s meat business in Hircheid in Bavaria 
delivers meat that has sometimes turned green to 
refugees, while another sub-corporation, OGEVA in 
T^*iprig l provides the canned foods for the food 
packets, and the firm CANTOP in Elsenhuttenstadt 
provides the metal packaging. 

Food packets are humiliating and demoralizing 
for refugee women, children, and men. And their 
degrading housing conditions in hostels and camps 
(segregatedfrom the rest of the population by means 
of fences and guards, entering and exiting controls, 
visits only from camp personnel..) leaves themwith 
no other choice but to eat what they are given. Their 
lasthope for self-care and self-responsibility is thereby 
destroyed 

The practice of food distribution in refugee 
hostels and camps is a form of compulsory service, 
like those here in psychiatric institutions and prisons. 
Alienation and targeted humiliation are designed to 
prevent self-responsible and self-consciousness ac¬ 
tion, to reduce social experiences to a minimum so 
as to break resistance and to command obedience. 
The German speciality of "perfect" management is 
forever trying to “transform" people into dependent 
and bureaucratically controllable masses, on whom 
human degradations can be easily performed And 
yet refugee wom en and men have made things 
difficult for the ^typwrit^ bastards and the greedy « 
businessmen! 

Food preparation and eating take place in a 
sodal context That which we eat, who prepares it 




and how they prepare it, 
where andhowwe eat it, all 

of these things are connected 

to our habits, traditions, so¬ 
cial structures, etc., with the 
division of labor by gender 

. . j rtf- 


^rm The Spirit = 

State refugee pdides, which were 

__rw7rr«Tis acainst immi- 



] - • aivision« lAW* y'j o - 

on the one hand, and social and technologtcalde- 
«._^on the outer. 



- * - 

German post-war history Into the realmof previously 
unknown social polarization. 

It's power is derived from racist, sexist, 

_ . _i_~i*«iicf^tr«iirhvmakes 


In most societies in the worid, patriardiy en¬ 
sures that women take care of the reproduction 
(men to toe) family, or frequently they take care of 
children without a man, to other words, they do toe 
work and are responsible for it 

The special legislation is not gender neutral. 

The Introduction of toe so-called Refugee Service 
law Is especially directed against refugee women. 

less-valued compulsory services consciously 
make caring for toe family more difficult, it is a 
burden for toe women, and it makes female repro¬ 
ductive work to toe forced camp conditions a famfl- 
iar additional labor and a depressing task for women 
with children. 

Pre-cooked foods and food packets are also a 
form of cultural submission and Is part of toe 
dlsposession and destruction of traditional female 
Ufeandreproducdcn activities, and thereby also of 
the self-knowledge and ^lf-ctmsciousness ^ 

women. It prevents a form of host friendship wUdx 

Is usually taken for granted, and it no longer makes 
possible toe communication and social interaction 
which takes place at a common meal. 

The special legislation supports toe matate- 
nanceandrenewal of patriarchal violence relations. 
Because of conditions in toe camps, women become 
even more dependent, both cm their men asweUas 
on toe racist institutions (toe immigration bureau- 
cracy) and their representatives. Male aggression is 

arectedagatost women whocannolOTgerranyOT 

their roles of being responsible forfood and forth 
family Housing conditions, toe lade of any place of 
^•cape for women, toe loss of female friendships and 
relationshlps—toese make toe situation for women 

*“** Sexu^atrac^ intimidation, threats, and rapes 
by staff and other hostel inhabitants are part of 
everyday life. And problems with language and 
services further increase toe women s 
not even possible to go shopping for fo °d-^ 
making it difficult to invite people over or to hold a 
party It’s easier for toe men to find other means of 
Stag money, because they contend that pubUc 
life istoeir sphere and thus they can move about 
freely, without any responsibilities ^ reproduc¬ 
tive sphere. Only toe very worst paying tf»Uce 
deantog, prostitution, and begging are available to 

** W Theresistance and struggle of women refugee® 
is primarily concerned with toe question of sochd 
reproduction, toe renewal of social relationships, 
al so among toe women themselves, whidigetlargely 

Sed due to toe conditions of flight and camp 

life a sniggle which is beyond toe cniena of useful- 
and rexual availability, violent beaungs and 
subordination, a struggle for life and a humane 
existence. 


e one nano, anu — --- sodalattacks,therenewedcapttaitsipau^^y 

tlon, alienation, and disposession op toeotoer. ^ ^ ^ ^p lc * e standard of measure- 

In most sodeties to toe world, patriarchy on- ment for ^eir right to exist and dedares those people 

itoatwomentakecareoftoereproducricfflirfto no tu^d,even those to toe metropole* to 

. c _ a-.r r*- frv»niif»Tiriv thev take care ot tnat _, t . AV Jcf then 


toat are not useful, even those in toe mettopoles^ 
be excess population whose right to exist istoen 
quoted Then it becomes juried for 

these people to receive “special treatmen • 

^_Uotclarian enacted against refu* 



natiootosharpenedccoditiom of exploitation: rising 

unemployment and poverty, thereby aUowtag*' 
e^icnand legalization of toe so^nUed seemtd 

taL raatket (rotten pay without any social security 
or protection from lay-offs). These conditions espe¬ 
cially effect immigrants as well as women wito 
German citizenship. At toe same time<h<»«*gl 
(-thlrdO labor market Is expanded, which is toe only 
realm of employment available for Hlegal 
grants 


pre-natal controls for women with toe demand tot 
toey bring healthy, productive dtildren into toe 
worid, and so tot toey themselves stay “healthy-, 
that is, productive; 

- The new laws concerning forced sterilization; 

- The murder and neglect of elderly people and ^ 

?yhe dsowsic® around the “right to life" for newborn 

^The^cWishment of socalled ethics institutes 1 
which legitimize these measures... 

These are all pieces in the puzzle of population 

politics, whlchsortpeopleoutaccordingtocriteria^ 
“valuable and unvaluable life*. Once again a mode 
of conduct®becoming socially acceptable an^ 
made into concrete reality, toe same one which lead 

Germany to Auschwitz. . , , 

Along with toe increase to exploitation and 
poverty, racist, antl-semldc, and sexist violence and 

exportation are on toe rise as well. In orderTO're¬ 
establish toe patriarchal capitalist power relations, 
toe majority of the white, non-Jewlsh, G ^ m 
lation must be able to take part in sodal pow«> 
sharing (by securing their privileges and allowing 
them to carry out sexist and racist violence) - toey 
know what toey, as whites, as Germans, as men, 



tra cing noncawau ^ 

market commerce, etc.). , 

•While toe patriarchal structures renew them¬ 
selves and secure an even better foundation, women 
are becoming increasingly confronted with sexual 
violence and exploitation. The high levdl of 
ployment among women, particulariy to 
DDR, forces women into harmful explorative rela¬ 
tions with sexual harassment in toe workplace and a 
strong economic dependence on men. And men are 
increasingly becoming organized to 
tacks against sexual violence cairied out by the 
womea/lesbian movement - foe example, abuse of 

a ' 3USC ’Ihe toreat to toe existence (hence toe Ir status as 
“excess population”) of Megals, war refugees, and 
tewly-arrivtog asylum seekers tan be directly con- 
rated Into an expansion of the second and 


h * V * ^jto toe ruling powers as well as toe tmde-and- 

file data that refugee women and raenaretoeon« 
responsible for unemployment, toe lade 
andwelfare fraud. Ibis serves to strengthen toe right* 
•Brine nationalist dimate and it secures toe re-esab- 


wing nationalist dtaate and it secures me re-e»*o 
llshment and reformation of toe social consensu* 
By means of a variety of actions - campaigns 
against internment camps, special legtsl aao n. ara 
compulsory services, actions against deportations 
t •__rtfrAnc tv^innlnc tooreanizc places 



newly-arriving asylum scc*<=» v— — — 
verted into an expansion of toe second and third 
labor markets, whidt can be greatly exploited, serne- 
totog which toe ruling powers welcome. They func¬ 
tion as “dregs” for attacks on toe wage system in 
general, thus allowing toe ruling powers to once 
again stabilize toe German economy’s powerful 
position - and many people welcome this, even so- 

called "multi-culturallstsl 

New laws and regulations to toe social sector 
have practically abolished toe old welfare and 
healthcare system, thus effecting toe severely HI, 
handicapped persons, toe elderly, drug addicts, and 

die homeless. . _ 

If you don't woric, then you can’t eat, m otoer 

words, those that can, pay, those that can’t either 
shouldn’t live or toey should at leart die faster. 

Euthanasia, so-called 
death assistance, and 
eugenic measures ac¬ 
cording to criteria 
which attach use values 
tolife are now no longer 
up for discussion, but 
rather they are being prac¬ 
ticed and are in demand. 


and deportation prisons, beginningtocrganizepi^oss 

toflee as well as church asylum, andsoon-amtacrUy 

of toe population of this society are trying to break 
tills sexist, radst, and anti-semitic consensu* 

Our contribution to this: On toe night of J 
12/13 we expressed our fiery rage against several 

tnt^bdoogtagTOtoeWelgl/MEIGOcotporatianta 

Numberg and Meilitz/Gera. 

moo, Welgl, and all otoer profiteers: Stop 

nuking money off toe plight of refugeesffl 

•We support toe demands of women and men 
refugees: 


“We want a humane existence!" . . _ 

The abolition of food packets and mass-setvicing - 
full payment of all welfare benefits!” 

^^foreedlabor-WDpfabiddlng'Mfroniw't- 

tog normal Jobst* 

“Abolish toe racist Refugee Service Law! 

“Abolish all deportation prisons!” 

“Against toe racist deportation measures - a right to 

stay for alll” 

For the right to exist for all marginalized 

people, away from patriarchal capltallst per 

formance and value standards! 

A right to stay for all women, children, and 
men refugees! 
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Commando Theofilos Georgiadis 

Statement Concerning The Attack On The Turkish Diplomat O.H. Sivahioglu 


Alliens - July 4,1994 

Even those people who only sporadically fol¬ 
low the events taking place in the former Yugoslavia, 
as reported in the Western media, must surely have 
noticed that a new technical term, designed for 
major crimes, has come into being, 
one which far surpasses all previous ones. A term, 
decorated with all the necessary halr-spUning differ¬ 
entials, be they factual, or alleged, or one-sided; the 
very mention of this term creates a storm of protest In 
the Western media against those to be held respon- 
rible. What we are talking about Is national purifica¬ 
tion or cleansing: The use of armed force by 

one nation against another-who fust happened to be 

a minority population living in the same geographic 
location - with the aim of driving that people out of 
the shared homeland, either through physical exter- 
minatton or through the forced necessity of having to 
vacate the area. 

And so we have observed the Western media, 
which is so fundamentally determined tobc watchful 
of international law as well as the rights of minorities; 
and we have also seen Western public opinion, 
whidi watches Western media with religious devo¬ 
tion cry out In righteous anger for NATO forces to 

makea%umani£arian" intervention, orfor air strikes 

to be called ta against •Serbian criminals", who are 

the ones responsible forthe "ethnic deansing" against 

the Modems In Bosnia. 

But they ignore the fact that what they are 
accusing the Serbs of are exactly die same things 
which Ctootians and Moslems did against Setbs in 
Bosnia. We watched as a strict economic embargo 
was enacted against Serbia as punishment for the 
•ethnic deansing* in Bosnia. We saw ultimatums, 

threats of attack, and air strikes be called off at just the 
last minute. 

And while all this was taking plaoe in Bosnia, 

the same thing has been going on for 20 years in 
another place, not so far away, this same crime cf 
•ethnic cleansing", although this hasn’t bothered 

anyone in the West up until now. Everything which 
is being carried cut on Cypnxs by Turk^ 

Ism against die Giedc Cypriots certainly fits with die 

definition of •ethnic deansing". 

Cyprus 

In 1974, military intervention. The occupation 
of 1/5 of the territory of Cyprus and die physical 
destruction of 2,000 Cypriots. 200,000 Greek Cypri¬ 
ots were driven by die Turkish minority, who make 
up just 18% of die island's population, to settle on the 
northern part of die island. The settlement of50,000 
colonists from Turkey cm Cyprus In order to change 
the balance of the population. The stationing of 
strong Turkish military forces in the occupied por¬ 
tions cf Cyprus, thus making Greek Cypriots either 
hostages or on-call refugees. 

The West, unlike In Bosnia, took no measures 
to counter-act this obvious crime of "ethnic deans¬ 
ing" which Turkish imperialism was committing 
against the Greek Cypriots. Neither an economic 
embargo against Turkey, nor an ultimatum demand¬ 
ing the withdrawal of Turkish military forces from 
Cyprus, let alone a military attack. How can some¬ 


thing like that be the case, when every Greek knows 
that this crime was carried out with the moral, 
economic, and military support of the USA and the 
other Western European powers, in so far as they 
contributed to Turkey's military build-up and let 
Turkey act as this region's policeman. Parallel to this, 
they are contributing to another crime of “ethnic 
deansing" by Turkish militarism in Turkey Itself 
today, namely in Turkish-occupied Kurdistan. 

The Turkish aimed forces are waging an open 
war against the partisans of the National liberation 
Front of Kurdistan, which is straggling for the sacred 

right of seff-determlnation-a right which is guaran¬ 
teed in the Sevres Accord of 1920, but which the 
Armenians, who did not resist, lost - and more and 
more often the Turkish aimed forces are employing 
a -scorched earth" strategy. Hundreds of Kurdish 
villages have been systematically burned and de¬ 
stroyed, and their occupants either physically exter- 
min? wl nrvlcJendy forced toflee intoIraqlKurdistan; 
and all of this, as in Cyprus, has as Its aim the 
alteration of the ^population bajlanoe in Turkish- 
occupied Kurdistan. This "ethnic deansing", which 
has drastically increased in intensity recently and 
which is now bordering on genocide, does not 
interest people in the West, although now a few 
scattered voices are starting to ask questions about 
the suppression cf ’human rights" in Turkey. 

And now, the scandal cf the West’s silence has 

taken on a tragto-cocnertic character, as the West is 

now calling for titeThrklrit military foroestohelp aid 
Bosnia -peacekeeping troops in blue UN helmets. 

In other words, the same military forces that are 
carrying out •ethnic cleansing" on Cyprus and in 
Kurdistan. This one example by, itself dearly illus¬ 
trates the extent of the collapse, the ruin, the spoil, 
andthepoliticalbankruptcy of the present-day praxis 
of the major Western powers and their "New Wodd 

Order*. " 

Its not enough that the guilty ones not with¬ 
draw their army of occupation, but rather new de- 

mands are being placed on that country with the full 

support of our friends, the USA. 

The Aegean - Threats - Injuries 

The Aegean: air-space violations and threats 
againrf die islands of Dodechane and Thrace, 

In response to this situation, the only political 
reply can be an actual independent Greek govern¬ 
ment, no negotiations witiiTurkcy before they with¬ 
draw their occupation forces, and die simultaneous 
preparation of the defence cf Cyprus. 

But in contrast to tills, the sell-out governments 
of NewDemocracy tconservalives - trans.1 yesterday 
and PASOK (social democrats - transJ today are 
preparing a new Davos, together with die maffla cf 
the mass-media. That sooundrelPapaiKireau is ready 
to hold talks with Turkey regarding any and all 
questions. A dialogue in which the criminals have a 
better position, from which they can threaten to 
occupy all of Cyprus, and thus they force die victims 
to sign an agreement in the name of "realism". 

And as far as the common defence dogma 
between Greece and Cyprus is concerned, this was 
just a false alarm designed to ease the minds of 
dueless PASOK members. 


Public Opinion 

At this time, we will present a short summary of 
the results of a survey of Cypriot public opinion, 
which was carried out by the Cypriot Center for 
Strategic Studies over the course of 10 years. This 
research dearly shows the gap between the wishes 
and the conscience of Greek Cypriots and those of 
their sold-out politicians, both in Greece and on 
Cyprus itself. 

When asked about the remark tfaatthe presence 
of Turkish military forces on Cyprus was a fact as 
opposed to "not at all" or "not entirely", 67% an¬ 
swered yes in 1992, as opposed to 70% in 1982. 

When asked tf they felt there was a danger that 
the entire Island might one day be occupied, 58% 
answered yes in 1992, compared to 48% in 19821U 

When asked about their level of satisfaction 
with the support given by Greece, 29% repl led that 
they were little or not at all satisfied In 1982, thatlcvel 
rose to 49 % after the Davos conference in 1988, and 
in 1992,46% were dissatisfied. 

When asked how a strong defence program 
would influence our negotiating position with Tur¬ 
key, 67% replied It would have a significant or 
sufficient influence in 1992, compared to 63 % in 
1982. 

When asked tf the state should take mote 
measures to secure our defence, 85% answered yes 
in 1992, compared to 90% in 1982. 

And finally, when asked whether the state 
should make more financial sacrifices to insure our 
defence, 76% answered yes In 1992, compared to 
89% In 1982. 

We decided to execute O.H. Sivahioglu, one of 
the most significant cadre in Turkey’s diplomatic 
corps. As such, andas amember ofTurkey*s pditico- 
rnilltary machine, whose imperialist politics he rep¬ 
resented at the political as well as the diplomatic 
level, he was partially responsible for the crime of 

-ethrticdeansfa^againsttheGfeekGypriotcommu- 

nky, as well as against the Kurdish people. We will 
attack other representatives of this pditico^nilitary 
machine, and we will continue todoso until concrete 
measures are taken by them, at the very least until 
they ocaf fe their criminal practice of "ethnic cleans¬ 
ing" on Cyprus by withdrawing their occupation 
forces. 

We send warm and revolutionary greetings to 
the partisans of the National liberation Front of 
Kurdistan, and we would also Uke to stress that our 
actions are notdirected against the Turkish people, 
who are our brothers, but rather they are solely 
directed against the fascist praxis of the Turkish 
pdidco-ndliiary machine. 

Revolutionary Organisation November 17 
Commando Theofilos Georgiadis 

P.S. The Cypriot fighter Theofilos Georgiadis was 
murdered on March 20,1994 on the island of Cyprus 
by members of the Turkish secret police service MTT. 
He was murdered because he, as a true patriot and 
internationalist, gave considerable political and ma¬ 
terial assistance to the struggle of the Kurdish people 
against fascist Turkish Imperialism. 



Rote Zora Communique - July 1995 

You Have The Power, But The Night Belongs To Us 




In the night on 24.7.95, we bombed a shipyard belonging to the Lurssen corporation in 
Lemwerder near Bremen. This firm supplies arms to the Turkish government, which is waging a 
murderous war against the Kurds. 

Lurssen has been giving military assistance to Turkey for years now. At the moment they are 
producing high-speed attack ships in Lemwerder and in the Turkish naval shipyard at Tazkisac, and 
the firm also exports production techniques and the necessary military know-how to all parts of the 

W ° rld Germany supports the Turkish government in its war against the Kurdish population by being 
the number two arms supplier behind the USA. In the last 5 years alone, Germany has delivered 15 
billion DM of military equipment (as part of a military aid accord which lasted from 1990-1995) in 
order to strengthen its imperialist interests in the strategically important "NATO partner country, 
Turkey". German arms corporations secure their profits through large-scale projects such as 
observation posts along the border with Syria, where the Turkish regime practices extortionary water 
policies, or by giving the Turkish regime a gift of 450 former East German panzers which then end up 
being deployed in Kurdistan. 700 German weapons firms are directly involved with production in 
Turkey today. In the war against the Kurds, villages have been systematically burned down for at 
least the last 5 years. According to the Human. Rights Association (IHD), more than 1,300 Kurdish 
villages had been forcibly evacuated or destroyed by October 1994. In the last few months, there have 
been continuous raids and expulsions in addition to torture and the summary execution of villagers in 
the Dersim region. As early as the 1960s, many refugees fled to Germany from this region to escape 
systematic polities of impoverishment and destruction. Today, Kurdish cities are increasingly 
bombarded by fighter jets and refugees are detained in concentration camps outside the major Kurdish 

Despite massive protests by Kurdish immigrants and even some Members of Parliament, arms 
sales to Turkey continue unhindered and even the European Council in Strasbourg is "reluctant to 
impose sanctions against Turkey" (FR, 27.6.95). Also, it has become increasingly difficult for people to 
flee from these policies of destruction and seek refuge in Germany and Western Europe (particularly ^ 
after the adoption of the Schengen Agreement). Interior Minister Kanther has.called it a "great success 
that "because of the tightened restrictions on asylum practices, fewer people have the possibility of 
see ki ng refuge from political persecution in Germany" (FR, 22.6.95). 

With foe banning of foe PKK last year, foe German government launched a unique means of 
racist persecution and criminalization against an entire group of immigrants, foe Kurds. 


The Problem Of Solidarity " 

We see it as our task to break through the passivity of many womens group and other leftist 
associations here with respect to foe Kurdish resistance movement and foe massive repression against 
Kurds seeking refuge here and those Kurds who are supporting foe resistance back home. This lack of . 
action is usually basal on criticisms of foe PKK. Women say they can’t identify with foe PKK - nor 
can we - and unfortunately our solidarity is usually made dependent upon this question. We would 
like to discuss political solidarity which is not dependent upon support for or foe denunciation of 
liberation movements. All too often, our identifications are based upon our own projections, and this 
blocks our view of foe actual social confrontation in its entirety. This is not a suitable basis for 
solidarity. On foe contrary, as soon as a different reality is seen behind foe projection, foe solidarity 

usually comes to an end. ...... 

The women of Kurdistan, who for good reasons fight either within or outside of foe PKK 

against their oppressors and for total liberation, and all oppressed and fighting people who are 
struggling against foe Turkish regime and its German imperialist arms suppliers, deserve our support 
As people living in Germany, we must fulfil our responsibility and intervene if we don't wish 



to be part of the war against the Kurds which is massively supported by Germany. 

In order to examine, in its full dimension, this war against the population and against women, 
we must break away from the viewpoint of reducing this to a military confrontation between e 
Turkish state on the one side and the PKK on the other, a view which both the mainstream media and 

the PKK perpetuate. ' . ... 

For its part, the PKK doesn’t seem to place much importance on coming up with a clear 

formula or program for social liberation. They and their German supporters call for nationa 
liberation” as a priority and they seek to achieve victory in an aimed struggle against the Turkish 
military. In this struggle, the "new humanity" will be formed, with the aid of the party. 

Yet by only looking at this confrontation between both warring sides, the social situation there 
becomes hidden, particularly what confrontations the women are in and what goals they association 
with the liberation struggle. 


The Goals Of The War , . 

The Turkish government and its military are waging a war against the Kurdish people in 
order to break their resistance against oppression and their support for the guerrilla. The war against 
Kurdish people is designed to destroy their way of life, which is still very much connected to 

subsistence level social reproduction. , _ , ... 

Farmers and shepherds are gunned down with their animals in the fields by Turkish soldiers, 
villages are attacked and the winter rations are destroyed. From the air, forests and pastures are 
deliberately bombed and set on fire. Tanks destroy entire landscapes. The Turkish government has 
essentially "banned" the Kurds' means of reproduction and is enforcing this ban militarily. 

In the mountain regions, shepherding has been the predominant way of life for centimes, 
taking the animals to higher ground in the summer and spending the winter in villages in the valleys. 

In many parts of the 300km long border between Turkey and Iraq, many people must make then 
living by smuggling and cross-border trade. But this way of life has been taken away front them 
through persecution. In order to eliminate all possible logistical support for the guerrillas, huge 
"security zones" have been established in this region and military operations have virtually 
depopulated the area, with all border villages reduced to rubble. Nearly all Kurdish families have 
children or relatives who have been taken away by the military and tortured or killed. So its no 
surprise that nearly all families have at least one member in the guerrilla, and they are supported. 

In the decades before the PKK became strong, military occupation and limited warfare m 
Kurdistan had the effect of forced displacement, thereby creating an internal colony ripe for 
exploitation. Due to the pressures of the global market and IMF and World Bank debts, the Turkish 
government, up to this day, has had to use war to push through its murderous demographic pohaes. 

By doing so it hopes to destroy the old networks of solidarity which have continuously given life to 

the Kurdish resistance. , „ , . ^ ,_, 

The war and destruction were planned a long time ago, and yet modernization hasiwt 

halted this. In fact, change has actually brought improvements since "modem", that is, impdialist 
forms of exploitation allow for better utilization of a people deprived of their subsistence. The 
escalation of the war in the last few years began with the expulsion of hundreds of tho^ands of snwll 
farmers and their families to create export zones in the new GAP region. [The GAP, or East Anatolia 
Project, is a huge system of dams designed to create export-oriented agriculture such as agro-industiy 
cashcrops, the creation of cattle, leather, tobacco, and other industrial zones, tounst regio^ efo]Tte 
more than 4 million people who live in the 6 GAP provinces are generally dependent on their harvests 
and subsistence fanning. Their small farms are being increasingly bought out by the state as part of its 
"land reform" and handed over to investors and large land owners in the GAP region. 

In our fundamental rejection of authoritarian modernization, we assume that development 
zones" such as the GAP region are not being developed to fulfil the wishes of the Kurds or to improve 
their standard of living. [In a report published in 1994 by journalist lissy 5*hnud£ who vras later 
assassinated by Iraqi intelligence agents, 70% of the affected population rejectedJfoe project in asurvey 
conducted at foe time construction was beginning.] Because for foe majority of foe poor population, 
fois project has resulted in a loss of their land and foe devaluation and destruction of then capabilities 
and previous means of production and survival. 



The War On Women 


The war is not only being waged in those areas where the guerrillas are strong, but rather it is 
also concentrated in places where women have a relatively strong and free position in the society: 
against the people in'the mountains, where there is a tradition of semi-nomadic pasture agriculture, 
and against the people of the Yezidi and Alevi religions, who increasingly reject patriarchal and 
religious forms of oppression. Up to this day, the strong position and resistance of women against 
their exploitation by (Kurdish) land owners has been particularly significant. 

After being expelled from their villages, Kurdish women were deprived of their independent 
fields of labor. They lost their roles of social significance and found themselves living as refugees in 
slums in Kurdish and Turkish cities, and increasingly in virtual concentration camps as well. Under 
these conditions, their traditional network of solidarity broke down and they became increasingly 
isolated in the society, dependent on men and threatened by male violence and "modem" forms of 
patriarchal (especially sexual and small family) oppression. 

Worse than the women's loss of independence and their dependence on their job-seeking 
husbands, the newly-created strategic hamlets and concentration camps gave rise to new forms of 
patriarchal violence: militarist control, hunger, disease, infant mortality, humiliation, dependence, food 
rations, torture, and rape. This impoverishment and insecurity is to the benefit of violent patriarchal 
control, and has been taken up by Islamic groups who propagate and push through the oppression of 
women. 


The Resistance Of Women 

Even after the destruction of thousands of villages, the Turkish government, to this very day, 
still has not been able to defeat the resistance of the Kurdish people. Although their traditional 
subsistence has all but been eradicated, the power of women has not yet been wiped out The women 
ding to this and further develop it in the cities. "More and more Kurdish dti.es are becoming powder 
kegs, more and more people are part of the propertyless masses whose means of subsistence has been 
destroyed and who don't even have the opportunity to work as day laborers in theatres. Jnmany _ 
places, they have even been able to mobilize the regular dty inhabitants." [Lissy Schmidt, 1992/93] It 
was women, recently driven out of the mountains, who were the organizers and driving force behind 
the ’Serhildan’, the Kurdish Intifada, which lasted from late 1989 until March 1992. It was they who 
resisted against the Turkish military with stones, sticks, and pure anger. [The uprising organized by 
women in Simak in February 1991 was particularly significant The military gunned down hundreds 
of miners to enforce a ban on private coal mining and distribution, after which hardly any government 
building escaped the angry attacks of the women (and men) who broadened their resistance into a 
popular uprising by the time of Newroz.] Ever since then, Newroz celebrations are marked by massive 
military deployments and are "guarded" by German tanks. Cities, the new centers of resistance^ are 
bombarded from the air, and ever more people are kidnapped by death squads, tortured, and killed. 
Many of the women who have been driven into the cities build new groups and structures of 
solidarity and resistance in human rights and prisoner support associations, neighborhood committees 
to oppose the death squads and publicize hungerstrikes by prisoners, and by engaging in their own 
hungers trikes to oppose the torture and disappearance of relatives and friends. Everywhere they . 
develop a great power. Another part of women's resistance is the struggle for better living conditions 

3nd hUI Many wjmg women go to the mountains and join the guerrilla, into illegality, to fight against 
the repression, expulsion, and war of the Turkish military and also to struggle for their own liberation 
from traditional patriarchal oppression. 


Kurdish Women And The PKK ........ 

A significant reason for the massive participation and organization of women m the struggle 
of the PKK is that fact that the war directly affects them and their families and friends and is waged 
in their villages and cities. Even before the war, life in Kurdistan was determined by the colonialist 
politics, carried out in conjunction with Kurdish land owners. Increasing amounts of land, the 
foundation of pasture agriculture, were taken away from village ownership and "capitalized , the 



people were terrorized with racist bureaucratic and militarist repression, and they were victims of 
systematic social neglect. The raw materials and harvests of their agricultural labor were plundered. 

That's why more and more people were forced to emigrate starting in the 1950s. In this process of 
so-called underdevelopment and repression, and in the growing resistance to this, many women felt a 
desire for more freedom, diversity, experience, etc., and they increasingly rejected the traditional 
village structures which regulated and oppressed them. With the dissolution of the extended family, 
the focus on the power and opinions of the oldest woman - who always made the women into 
defenders of patriarchy - also began to decline. Among the young women, many fought against the 
patriarchal oppression in their family as well and thus decided to join the PKK in order to break out 
of this, f At home, my fattier gave the orders, and when he wasn't there, my brother did. In the 
guerrilla, I can decide things for myself, perfiaps even become a commander!" - a young female PKK 

guerriUaj^any womgn associated ^ of t h e ir hopes for total liberation from this situation of destruction 
and oppression with the PKK, because the PKBCs military successes were the only proven and serious 
force which could resist the Turkish military and organs of repression. The main reasons for their 
supporting the PKK are the Turkish politics of nationalism, chauvinism, and racism. [Kurds were 
called "mountain Turks", their language, history, traditions, etc. were banned, students who spoke m 
Kurdish were beaten by Turkish teachers, and so on.] But among the Kurds themselves, they 
developed a sort of pride of the oppressed, and their resistance created an identity which crossed 
social divisions. Ever since the days of Ataturk, Turkish authorities have tried to wipe out everything 
Kurdish and make all memories of such tilings impossible. The experience of Kurds who saw their 
daily cultural self-consciousness and their history being broken felt a stronger desire for their "Kurdish 
identity*. In other words, they want to be and live like that which was forbidden to them, and 
repression could not stop them from this. 

In the words of one prisoner in Diyarbakir in 1983: "All the hatred for the oppressors which 
boiled up inside me since my early childhood has done me good. It was only after I went to pnsori 
that I learned about my country and my history, about our collective 'guilt', that is, being Kurdish. 

Not only in Kurdistan, even here in Germany aid is given to the Turkish repressive machinery, as 
relatives who sometimes can only speak Kurdish are ordered to "speak Turkish!" when they visit jailed 

relatives German prisons. , , . _ ..... 

An "identity" becomes resistance, something illegal to be pushed through. Even traditions, 
such as the Newroz festival, for example, are given new. life as forms of resistance, but also as a form 
of hope of a future free society, because although the war mobilizes lots of strength and 
self-consdousness ("identity 1 ), it also prevents and destroys many things, it creates feelings of sorrow, 

weakness, limitations, and the struggle to survive. 

Official PKK propaganda equates women's liberation with their participation m the military 
wing of the national liberation struggle. In order to prevent the progressive radicalization of many 
young women against both old and new power relations from turning against the PKK itself and its 
own power structures, the party for several years now has been using lots of propaganda, pressure, 
and "education* with the help of the women leaders of the YJWK to reintegrate women into 
modernized patriarchal family norms. [The YJWK is the Union of Patriotic Women of Kurdistaiy the 
PICK'S women's organization. The following is a quotation from 1992 concerning the situation of 
immigrant Kurdish women: "Kurds as people from a strange society have different social and pohbcal 
characteristics than other peoples, such as Grades, Yugoslavians, Turks, etc."] Their reform consists o 
rebuilding the family according to "national traditions" with a folklore identity, a "strong Kurdhih 
culture", and a means of discipline to prevent tilings from going too far or becoming a "Western form 

of "womeri’s emancipation" which the party looks down upon. 

Solidarity and collectivity are certainly lively aspects of women's struggles. In many 
independent initiatives, acting in solidarity and cooperation with one another, women have taken on 
responsibilities and struggled for collective, self-determined structures, even m the mountains, even 
against their male comrades. This calls into question the eroded and largely scattered family and its 
patriarchal values, as well as the party's power and its principles of disdpline and subordination^ 
That's why the "collective" of the family is termed the building block of the nation state, and moralistic 
pressure is exerted to get the women back in line. [Here, "collective" means subordination to the 



desires of the patriarchal leadership in the family and the party.] According to the PKK's party 
program from 1978: "Any analysis of Kurdistan which does not view the national conflict as the main 
conflict is only serving the forces of colonialism and reaction." Even today, PKK women leaders seem 
to have taken this view to heart [From a PKK women's text in Germany for March 8,1994: ""It is 
important that women recognize and carry out their responsibilities as bridges to education in the 
family in the service of the revolution."] 

Although we understand and accept the feet that many Kurdish women strive for a "Kurdish 
identity" as a driving force of their resistance against racist Turkish oppression, we think it's fiction to 
believe that a true "Kurdish identity" can only be developed in a "liberated Kurdistan". The party 
ideology exploits this need for an "identity", in that it builds on the Turkish politics of denying and 
eliminating Kurdish historical consciousness and offers people fleeing from the war myths about their 
history instead of supporting their struggle to defend and link up to their living history - for example, 
the resistance to their expulsion. If the PKK - or the Turkish occupiers, for that matter - has its way, 
the earlier diversity of Kurdish culture and its decentralized means of production and self-reliance will 
disappear, because only then can they implement their proposals for modernized control. The war is a 
means of destroying diverse social structures and it creates the necessary polarization and forced 
standardization for the future power and exploitation needs of the party. All of this is buried beneath 
the PKK myth of an ancient history and the "creating of the Kurdish nation" and the conservation of 
certain Kurdish traditions. By signifying what is "Kurdish" and what isn’t, everything which 
contradicts the power of the party will be oppressed, even to the point of erasing people's historical 
consciousness. [With the naturalization of the notion of being "Kurdish", Kurdish people become an 
ethnic group and tire party decides what "Kurdish" is. All undesirable conduct which "contradicts 
Kurdish nature, the Kurdish nation, and tire Kurdish people" is opposed, even to the point of isolating . 
and oppressing those people who choose not to be "Kurdish".] But the history of Kurdish life and 
struggle is very changing and diverse, indeed this is what characterizes it It was exactly this relatively 
autonomous decentralization and heterogeneity which prevented its destruction at the hands of the 
centralized violence of the Ottoman Empire and modern-day nation states and imperialist exploitation 
interests. That's why the destruction is aimed at the people's fundamental necessities for living. 

We reject fee reformulation of commonly understood living resistance to the oppression of fee 
Kurdish people which seeks to change their Kurdishness in the resistance to repression, the 
exploitation of their life necessities, their language, and their culture into a national ideology and a 
rigid culture, because that only serves fee specific aims of the party to achieve power and future 
exploitation in a state of its own, and this merely conceals social and anti-patriarchal contradictions 
and struggles. 

A Critique Of liberation Nationalism 

In contrast to colonial and imperial nationalism, which creates and utilizes control, liberation 
nationalism gives rise to resistance by various social groups against the colonialists and fee 
imperialists. In that sense it is identical to a resistance to all forms of oppression. It mobilizes 
liberation utopias in people towards a common struggle against exploitation and occupation, it creates 
a culture of resistance in opposition to the dominant ruling culture which robs people of their way of 
life, their language, their histoiy, their experiences, etc. 

Nonetheless, we see in "national liberation" few possibilities for creating a society on its way to 
eliminating exploitation and both patriarchal as well as racist oppression. For fee PKK, "national 
liberation" means taking power in Kurdistan and taking possession of it resources like water, oil, and 
minerals in order to secure its own hold on the modernized exploitation of people and resources. 

The struggles of people against authoritarian modernization (for example, their resistance to 
forced resettlement and bans on trade and agriculture) are turned around by fee PKK into "national" 
aims: they are to be directed against the Turkish regime, but not against "modernization", which is 
destructive and which worsens fee gap between the land owners and those without property. Social 
demands disappear behind fee dominance of the national demand of an independent state. For 
example, fee PKK didn't support the resistance to the forced resettlement from the GAP region, and 
even their own early attacks against GAP engineers were simply directed against Westem/Turkish 
exploitation plans. The farmers, and their subsistence way of life in "traditional society", were often 



dismissed as feudalistic and regressive people who did not fight against large land ownership and 
redistribution. Appeals to tradition, it seems, are only made if they serve the aims of the nation state. 
Even large land owners can be "progressive" if they support the aims of creating a nation state. The 
focus of the struggle on national power leads to the destruction of subsistence living and makes the 
future society dependent on the imperialist global market 

The guerrilla structures, which are separate from the society, are focussed on military 
counter-power against the Turkish army and the goal of national separation makes a guerrilla 
formation necessary which will fight against "foreign domination", and consequently its armed attacks 
will only be directed against military and police targets of the occupying force. This prevents the 
formation of a guerrilla formation which can orient itself to social liberation interests and against 
exploitation and patriarchal and racist oppression. 

Even though many women in Kurdistan view the formation of an independent women s army 
within the PKK as a necessary and welcome step towards equality, that is not an organization in our 
opinion. This independent organization of women cannot change the fact that the militarist 
formulation is separated from the social struggles and must remain a pillar supporting and renewing 
patriarchy. We do not wish to support the myth of the revolutionary quality of "armed struggle". But 
"armed struggle", with its militarist approach and weaponry, will not lead to liberation, only a 
connection to social struggles against social exploitation and oppression will. 

Our solidarity mainly goes out to those women who are not willing to sacrifice themselves to 
national-ethnic slogans in their struggle for a liberated society without exploitation or the oppression 
of women. 

Thoughts On Internationalism, Anti-Racism, And Feminist Solidarity 

Today, the radical wing of the feminist movement in Germany is hardly visible, rather it is 
broken and splintered into little groups who have little effect Many women who used to be active 
have turned their political needs into career responsibilities or a job and their change is only limited to 
their personal daily surroundings and is therefore pretty much gone. 

The major social breaks over the last few years have left us with little ground to stand on, so it 
seems to stay amongst ourselves and just self-critically debate the weaknesses of our past. 
political formations. And the critiques from immigrant women and women from the Three Continents 
of the metropolitan white lesbian/women's movement led to us having to make our own 
contradictions - our own racism, anti-Semitism, hetero-/sexism, productivism - a theme before our 
movement could become strong again. 

The previous feminist self-understanding of the politics of the first person (as women, we are 
ALL, albeit it to different degrees/ oppressed and "objectively" opposed to patriarchy) was called into 
question by our analysis of our metropolitan women's reality, in that we aren’t just victims or subjects 
waging resistance, but rattier that we are also responsible for and benefit from patriarchal forms of 
domination and exploitation. The - necessary and important! - discussion about our own differences 
took us off our pedestal: We are not the ones with the full picture, the ones already more "liberated 
or emancipated than the women of Eastern Europe or the Three Continents. Because our "liberation* 
is, at the same time, a form and expression of our complicity in the oppression of our sisters. 

This realization was crucial for us: We no longer speak of revolutionary demands or on behalf 
of ALL women, but rattier just for US, and we prefer to leave out the word "revolutionary" - this 
needs to apply to everyone, otherwise your view of liberation is just the building up of your own 
privileges. But this retreat into a position where at least there were four walls which helped to 
determine relevance also isolated other women once again. . 

We have given support, at least verbally and sometimes more deeply, to the demands of 
immigrant women and socially discriminated women. We have noted, respected, and struggled 
against the differences between us as they are represented within ourselves, that is, our own racism, 
anti-Semitism, productivism, hetero-/sexism. But this often just leads to merely stating these problems, 
as if correct speech were always a reflection of a correct consciousness. As if there could even be a 
"right" or "wrong" consciousness unless women fight against this. • 

At this point, our own increased sensibilities and willingness for self-criticism appeared 
deceptive. It was simply a reflection of the insecurity which results from the process of dissolution 




("deregulation") of old metropoUtan social structures and the new offensive of patriarchal power and 

e£S£nto Ihich fe S power: “« **>»“ swim wlth *“ “ e “* ■ t °. m,eSra,e 

SSSSdemands. wlhour retreatbad:to US and oar focus on '*'*»*■ 
consciousness, we found ourselves in line with the dominant social trend of increased 
individualization and the dissolution of collective social experiences. to some °L^ n 
in our theoretical work, we saw the destruction of the social collectivity which had previously been 

the basisof a figh ting revolutionary perspective if we go beyond our own intOT^te 

and find external links for our struggle to eliminate sexist violence and patriarchal domination, and 
w^e^rks with women aS their structures here who are affected by most mistreatm^d 
social isolation/exploitation. We must - while respecting our differences - open ourselves up to these 
women in a concrete way, women whose racist, sexist, legal, and social discrimination has ^^^ m 
subject to the worst forms of exploitation and violence, making them primetargetsforaumontenan 
modernization, against which they resist with their counter-strategies and their fighting SU ^Y^; 
Denying rights to immigrants and criminalizing them is a strategic weapon of the ruling elite. They 
utilizetiiis to reformulate their exploitation and violence in the society at large, thus hoping to 
restabilize their hold on power. An illegal labor force and sexual favors almost for free, regardless of 
5£££TUt be used, reduce tbecosts of reproduction for e^yone. That 
all profit from this, thereby reducing the labor costs for all types of exploitation (including that of 

women and immigrants) across the board in society. A _ 

Women here must not stay put at demanding a equal right to stay for women refuges, 
independent of men, and then dose their eyes to the exploitation of these women. Supporting the 
struggles waged by immigrants also means resisting their second-class status and mminalizahon, tiia 
SfighSo repeal lie so-called "foreigner laws" (and any type of "law" which is dismnunatoj) 
with all our possibilities and with all the weapons and forms of resistance which we have developed, 
because we don't want to be a part of exdusion and exploitation. . 

Besides it’s fun and exdting to resist "from below" the small social circles and 
individualization which have been prescribed to us, and to resist the ("post-Fordis^ hendto dissolve 
social collectivity by forming new associations and to always break out of our contradictions and our 
indusion in the power structure of this inhumane system. By "opening up to we do 

just mean their different form of subjectivity or their different - less dependent on dominant 
productivism and "independent of the individual" and more in tune with social reproduction -values, 
activities, and struggles. But rather we should try sometimes to see things 
to learn things when we are confronted with our productive and racist values and activities. Its 
£SJ2?e1 of our differences and to respect these, but it's just as unportant to Moot of 
ourincreasing isolation and to develop some fighting together, to prevent old and rtowfomw 
patriarchal domination and capitalist value systems from completely takingover. Ourwo 
vramen's liberation and our view of communism here and now can only become visible and hveable 
we break out of our divisions of oppression, which play women off against each o^and)^ 1 ® 
in anetwork of resistance structures. [We hope this context makes it dear that we do NOT haw a 
Marxist conception of social struggles as a "progressive development" on the way to a classless 
society" in mind. We view "communism" as a critical notion ofstmggie for a sodetym . 

abolish the patriarchal-capitalist cult of productivism and its greed for ever more modoni^tion and 
technology which "only" sees value in the reproduction of human life according to that which is 
useful 2d that which isn't useful, according to which humans have no ^^ 1 ^^ 100 x 15 ^ 6 , 
and a society in which all forms of exploitation, domination, and violence and the racist and sexist 
foundatiolfof these have been eliminated.! This interconnectedness of the various stiugg^kr a nght 
for EVERYONE to exist, regardless of their capitalist value, their social or culture background, their 
passport and so on, can help us to extricate ourselves from our integration into tins system of 
dorrtination or make use of this for the cause of collective liberation (for example, our easy access to 
information and our ability to deal with official bureaucracy, as well as our assured social status).In 
• H „ system, which to the eyes of women who have come or fled here seems hke a 

- I—* tow b^ p^niflcato and 

responsibilities of this power and this makes them attackable by us. 



Solidarity With Kurdish Women ^ , , ... 

We are still far away from such mid-term goals, but there are already networks of solidarity 

which have been built up by immigrant women themselves. . , „ _ 

Not just "exchanges" with Kurdish women, but rather practical solidarity in our relations with 
them can help build-Our contacts to Kurdish women and this can strengthen the network. 

The war in Kurdistan has led to sharpened national divisions between people of different 
ethnic backgrounds, both in Turkey as well as here- In associations of Turkish, Kurdish, and German 

women, we need to struggle to break down these barriers. . . , ... 

There are several ways to show practical solidarity, and we can carry out a variety of public 

and subversive protests: 

- A right to stay for ALU Actions to disrupt state racist policies, to prevent deportations and new 
deportation prisons, to remove the anonymity surrounding those individuals responsible for these 

things. 

- Attacks on the corporations responsible for these things. 

- Actions against racists, fascists, sexists, and exploiters responsible for underpaid illegal labor 
(including women!). 

- Solidarity actions against the banning of the FKK and Kurdish associations. Nearly all networks of 
Kurdish solidarity are affected by the party ban and are directly affected by German government 
repression. For the unhindered and self-determined organization of immigrants! 

- Tourism is a modem form of colonialist exploitation. The tourism industiy will this year again 
promote "Vacation Land Turkey *95". We connect actions calling for "No Tounsm to Turkey! with the 
aim of cutting into the massive profits which German agencies make, rather than attacking small 
Turkish travel firms. The silence of the PKK with respect to the actions this spring directed against 
Turkish immigrants only strengthens racist and nationalistic tendencies in Germany, and it makes the 
tensions between Kurds and Turks even worse. This is in fundamental contradiction to our aims. 

- Actions to prevent the economic cooperation between Germany and Turkey, from public protests to 
attacks on corporations and politicians who are responsible for this bloody business. 

Lurssen is a mid-sized firm which makes 100% of its money by building warships. At the 
present time, Lurssen is building a new "high-speed attack ship" which can rarry missiles and machine 
guns. This is part of a package of three "Dogan" brand speed boats produced by Lurssen, two of 
Shidi are being produced inthe Turkish port of Tazkisac. The financing °[ thi fP^, u ? tl0I V' ™*e 
German firmHermes - totals 400 million DM. At least since 1987, Lurssen has been domgtemess 
with the German state- sponsored Turkish military, having already produced at least 10 Dogan craft, 

made either in Tazkisac or at Lurssen’s own docks. ,_ . L 

In addition to warships, Lurssen also provides other necessary military equipment to regimes 
afi around the world: construction plans, licenses, know-how, training, aU tteway up to entire wtorfs. 
More than 130 ships over the last few decades have been built according to Lurssen s specifications 
and licenses. "The Lurssen wharf has sent more warships onto the seas and trained more people to 
serve on tyarships than any other wharf in the world", according to one Lurssen spokesman at an 

armS ^LurSaSmmderous^business practices have been publicly criticized in the past in press 
releases and protest actions against arms exports, most recently the symbolic blockade action at the 
end of 1994 in response to Lurssen’s.arms sales to Indonesia. ^ n 

Although a public campaign has developed over the past few years in opposition to German 
military and economic assistance to Turkey, mainly aimed at a few major German firms which do 
business with Turkey, Lurssen has tried to remain quietly in the background and carry out its 
business. We won’t let them do this! 



Lursseiu Stop Your Murderous Deals With The Turkish Government! 

No arms sales to Turkey! 

So government support for the Germans arms industry. 

Stop all German military and economic "aid" to the Turkish government 

No tourism to Turkey! (Or to anywhere else for that matter!) 

Oft the ban against the PKK and stop persecuting Kurdish associations. 

A right to stay for alf Kurds! (And for all other people who migrate or flee here!) 

Fight against the "foreigner laws" and all other laws which discriminate against people and thus open 
the door for 

RSocrtzellwtad^SSnt grounds of fleeing for women and grant them the right to stay! 

solidarity witMhe resistance of women in Kurdistan and of Kutdish immigrants here. 

Against nationalism! For international women's gangs! 

Rote Zora - July 1995 

(Translator Note: The above text from the Fote Zorn, instead of being 

the dirty war in TuAey and Kurdistan, is primarily a stinging cnhque of the PKK- If }“ISe 
a lnt .frt.p criticisms made in this text, some of which are just plain wrong. The idea, for example, 
that PKK units only aim at military targets and don't cany out social liberation/political organizing is 
ripply not true. Then comes the usually cries of nationalism, making it seem as ^gh tiie Kurd^h 
resistance movement is something for "Kurds only", yet another gross misconception. The ^ K ^ some 
of whose founders were Turkish, has fighters of several nationalities m iteranks, and one of foe 
party's best characteristics is its commitment to internationalism and its 

Stional aims. And Rot? Zora's critique of Kurdish women organized mjhe PKK u^rderime JL, 
patronizing It seems that Kurdish women who are willing to fight and die for tharparty, foe PKK, 

£> sSw fooling themselves, and they haven't yet discovered red 

TncfAad of nraisin£ the incredible gains in women’s liberation which have been made in Kurdis 
society sinre!9^ despite foe counter-attacks by Islamic and feudal forces. Rote Zora stick to their 
German feminist superiority despite claims that they have come off their pedes tab Why are no 
•ticjues of bourgeois German /Western feminism offered alongside the anti-PKK stance? ^ ° ne 

can make coSSve criticisms of foe PKK, but just as Zora dahn that the PKK distort reality to fit 

fodr^teton of society, isn't that exactly what foe RZ women MefotagJ^PIK dtfte 
the wavs in which foe outlook and organizational approach of Kurdish women and the PBJ differ 
fiomfoe Gem^radical-left and why these differences are mistaken. In any case, ^te.^ earned 
out a foie action, and we hope this text will inspire reflection and discussion. Please note that foe 
comments in brackets in foe above text are footnotes from the original RZ communique.]- 



Statement Concerning The Attack In Bad Freienwalde 

"I can't really hold Turkey responsible; we all know about Turkey, the whole world knows about Turkey. 

One Kurdish proverb states: 'Expect the worst from your enemy so that you won't be disappointed. But the 
German authorities, who claim to be defenders of human rights, these people I blame. They are just as 
guilty of murdering Mesut as the Turkish soldiers themselves are. What have we done to them. Why do 
they do such things to us? The Germans also murdered my son. They must be held responsible. I call on the 
public to see to it that my son's death is punished. Please, tell the people there to stop them from sending 
weapons here, because we are being tortured and killed by these weapons. 

- statement from die mother of Mesut Dunder, who was killed on 23.9.92 by a German tank, to the German 
public 

On 27.10.94, we destroyed die barracks of die Verteidigungskriegskommando 852 in Bad 
Freienwalde in Markisdi Oberiand with an incendiary device. 

Germany Is A Partner In The Genoddal War In Kurdistan: Militarily, Economically, And Politically! 

"Turkey, because of its strategic position on NATO's southeastern flank, used to be the cornerstone of our 
security. Today, because of the developments in the southern regions of the former Soviet Union as well as 
in oth ec countries in the Near and Middle East, Turkey is even more important A democratic and stable 
Turkey can play an important role in this region's relationship to Europe. (...) Our military aid is the ' 
continuation of agreements made by previous German governments and is of particular importance for e 

^Helmut Kohl during die parliamentary debate on 2.4.94, where a central issue was the liftirig of die limited 
arms embargo against Turkey 

Hie above statement dearly spells out Germany's role in the war in Kurdistan. Turkey is the power 
charged with keeping regional stability, after having won for itself the reputation at the international level 
of being die only power in die area which can be trusted. Following a NATO meeting Brussels in January 
1994, at a trilateral foreign ministers conference in Ankara between Germany, Great Britain, and Turkey, 
Foreign Minister Kinkel proclaimed Turkey’s "strategic importance" in Europe's new security structure 
because of its proximity to Asia (taz, 21.1.94). In other words, what had previously been a bidwark against 
Bolshevik expansionism would now buffer the rise of Islamic fundamentalism in the Near East, while at die 
same time preventing Russia from exerting excess pressure on the new republics in the Caucasus and Asia. 
Turkey's final role has to do with die so-called "Turk states" (Azerbaijan, Kazakstan, Cirgesia, Uzbekistan, 
and Turkmenistan) which are granted to be "natural" spheres of influence for Turkey on acoount of the fact 
that they are all "brother states with common historical and cultural ties", ’flieflrst step towards realimig 
die hegemony of this region was the agreement signed with these Turk republics in Istanbul on 19.10.94 
which foresees "increasing political and cultural relations . # 

It is dds geopolitical status which Turkey enjoys which is costing Kurds their lives everyday. This 
function which Turkey exercises in the region is the reason why genodde can be carried out with impunity 

with the approval and support of Western states. Higher interests must take priority. 

Germany is die most significant pillar of support which Ankara enjoys. Turkey's 3,000-man 
anti-terror unit, the "Black Beeties", known for its killer mentality, is trained by the Germany s own 
anti-terrorist elite, die GSG-9. Each year, Turkish "students" are educated at the Bundeswehrs officers 

academy and at various police training facilities. 

Turkey is the largest customer of die world’s second largest arms exporter, Germany. Arms exports 
from Germany to Turkey totalled 6.3 billion DM from 1964-94. The "NATO defence aid" which Turkey 
receives, enough to equip an entire army, is virtually free And this doesn’t include die cheap credits for 

arms purdiaS and riher "regular" deals which Turkey enters into. T J l ®^ TO . d **f“^ijd^fo^ 
was wanted in a 1964 NATO decision will finally expire at the end of 1994. In addition to the deal for 68 
million. DM of arms from 1992-94, a report from die Foreign Ministry has noted that Turkey recentiy 
received an additional IS billion DM in other materials from Bonn. This included the free delivery of 
former NVA army weapons from the former East Germany. The total amount of arms gifts given to Turkey 
since 1989 makes the real dimension of this transaction dear. Here are just a few examples: 30 fighter jets. 



170 Leopard-1 battle tanks, 300 BTR-60PB (East German) armoured tanks, 53 7M-113armou r edtenks, 1,000 
air-to-air rockets, 5,000 tank shells, RPG-7s (East German) with 200fi00 grenades, more than 300, 

Kalaschnikov machine pistols (East German), and 175,000 gas mas . . r . 

In addition to military aid to Turkey, the German government would also like to conclude a 

comprehensive privatebusiness deal: In a Fmance Ministry report to Parliament, it ^ ^ 

talks were underway between the Turkish Defence Ministry and vanous German corporahons^These talks 
concerned the "delivery of 115 trailers for transporting tanks" and 10 multi-use helicopters. Bonn is hoping 
to secure a deal worth > 120.7 million DM Negotiations with the Turkish Defence Ministry concern deliveries 

worth a total of 1.8 billion DM (ND, 21.9.94). ,. _ 

Just because the NATO program will expire in 1995 doesn’t mean that the arms shipments will 

cease. On the contrary, "private" deals between German multi-national arms corporations like Siemens, the 
Daimler-Benz firraAEG, Domier, MBB, MTU, and others, deals wWch are >easier to hide from the public, 
will continue. Domier delivered Stinger air defence systems, DASA. sold Phantom fighter jets. The 
Leopard-1 tanks were specially fitted for Turkey by the Kraus-Maffai corporation. German, grenades fired 
torHeopard-1 tanks Jem discovered after the destruction ofthe Kurdish 

1992. The Kurd Mesut Dunder was dragged to death in Lice behind a German BTR-60 ta f 00 

"village guards", lackeys in the service of the Turkish "security forces", are usually armed with G3 guns 
made by the firm Heckler & Koch. The 300,000 Kalaschnikov machine pistols found their way mto the 
hands of the secret police and the "special teams" operating in Kurdistan, men who are paid per laL The 
Foreign Ministry lied for a long time about the deployment of German weapons a S am ® 1 ™ 

population. Later, when the facts could no longer be denied, the government simply *° ' 

agreements had been violated. Evidence of the arms deployment led to a bnef ®^ nsembar 8°^ s 
BuTthat was just a sham. According a NATO decision arrived at in Rome in 1991, the security of a member 
state could al£ be affected by terrorism and sabotage, thereby making the domestic deptoyment ofNATO 
weaponry permissible. According to this NATO doctrine: "The security of the Alliance must be viewed in a 
globKtSt The security interests of the Alliance can be affected by ottier risks...such as disru^onof 
necessary resources by means of terrorism or sabotage." That’s how the Turkish government ^ijuirtrfyite 
ntiS^ctiohs in Turkish Kurdistan. The deployment of German w^ns^eji^partofafi^t agams 
terrorists", in full accordance with NATO guidelines. According to Foreign Minishy sjwk^man Hans 
Schumacher, the German government has "full understanding" for tins argument. During ta>T^^urkey 
in July 1993, the Bundeswehr’s General Inspector Klaus Naumann, after meetings with 
Staff Dogan Gures and Defence Minister Nevzat Ayaz, stated that the use of German weapons in Kurdistan 

to Turkey whi* I. «jj.prefer A. 

Turkish army to massacre the Kurdish people. In the past two years, 1,500 Kurdish villages have Ireen 

destroyed aid 4 million Kurds have become refugees. In August 1994, it also become 

refugees were being detained in concentration camps where theywere tortured and TOmetatiesnmrd^d. 

8 Without the political, economic, and military support of Germany, Turkey would not be able to 
carry out its genocide against the Kurds. Without exaggerating, it is fair to say that Ge^yisjust» 
important for Turkey today as the USA used to be for Vietnam and Central America. In Septemter,a new 
wave of destruction was launched by the Turkish military. In the last four weeks done, 30 ’ 

Dersim region were depopulated and destroyed. The forests in the Dersim region have been oonto^lly 
bombarded from the airand set on fire since August According to the newspaper Ozgur Ulke, this 
m<£hM o f burning forests and villages has been dubbed "Operation Rome"by the Turkishmihtoy in 
reference to Emperor Nero’s destruction of Rome. As soldiers involved in the operation have told to the 
newspaper, this destruction is just the first phase of a plan designed to eliminate another 150 villages an 

^ttleme^intoy ^ ^ c f Turkey's counter-insurgency in Western Europe! Or, in the words of 

Klaus Kinkel, "We cannot abandon our friends in a difficult situation!" . 

The smear campaigns against Kurds living here has reached a new level of intensity Jor years, 
Kurds have been criminalized here, subject to persecution, arrest, and deportation. Through trials against 
alleged PKK members under Article 129a in tire Dusseldorf PKK Trial m 1986 and the banning of the TOK 
S?42 other Kurdish organizations in 1993, Germany has opened up a second front against the Kurdish 
liberation movement in Europe. Germany is the major power in the European Union and has taken a 
leading role in defeating Kurdish organizations (following Germany, other EU states like France have also 
banned Kurdish organizations). Germany, on its own territory as well, has become an essential partn 



the Tu rki s h militaiy a nd the politual ?kme Minister Tansu Ciller to Bonn, definite 

In September 1993, during & sts y . • ,1 tjkv r% fp«r weeks 

plans were made to ban the PKK in Germany. The arm a ons y ® Turkey's call to "fight 

later were iust an excuse for the ban, not its actual reason. Germany thereby took up Turkey s call to tignt 

against terrorism". Following the PKK ban, "Thank you, Helmut!" was the main headline m the ur s 

PreSS ' On 19 07.94; Turkish Chief of Staff Dogan Cures, main coordinator of the war against *e Kurds, 
was received with full military honors and spent four days with Bundeswehr General Inspector Klaus 
N~Irord™ to material reports^veral high-level meetings took place and Cures -^several 
mUitarv facilities in Germany. At the end of July 1994, Cures told the Turkish daily Humyet that the 
"necessary contacts" with European states had been made in order to stop the rKfCAccordingto m, 
Germarfoefence Minister Volker Ruhe said he was "confident" that criminals from the ranks of the PKK 

wouid ; he PKK ^ an Kurdish cultural organizations associated with ^^urdish 

gatherings and demonstrations are banned, even protests against actions by the 
Kurdish are massively criminalized, and demonstrations which are held are 

oolice. State sponsored hate campaigns in the media have created the necessary pogro ty S 31 

the*Kurds. TWimax of this w<Tthe murder of Halim Dener, who was shot by a cop for hanging posters 

in Hann ^^ s Uying . m Germany have practically no right to freedom of expression or . 

assembly. This virtual state of emergency against one social group is also a warning o er PP 0 ^ 1 __ 

forces in Germany which could experience the same in the future. Kurds who have been arr^t unng 
protests and demonstrations, some of whom are now on hungerstrike, are threatened with rejected asylum 

daImS “ft ^mwccepthble^hat^violent foreigners abuse our hospitality and make Germany a 

their dvil war", stated one German politician after die Autobahn blockades. The deportation of j^ st ° 

Turkey, especially if the individual was involved in the Kurdish liberation struggle, can mean torture an 

death * we chose a Bundeswehr facility as a target for our action because it is representative ofGerm^y's 
active support for the Turkish "security forces", and it is representative of Germany ? 
policies with respect to die Kurdish liberation struggle. Especially now, when there is a debate g g 
mriromini’ the possible deployment of Bundeswehr troops abroad as part of UN or other missions, die 
German iShtarTneeds to be ti£focus of more attention. During the Gulf 

actually stationed in North Kurdistan in late-1990. Future deployments as part of NATO »»»»“*» 
Kurdistan cannot be ruled out German foreign policy has created the neressary instruments for direct 
military engagement and these will be utilized. This development must be resisted. 

Immediately stop all military, economic, and political cooperation with Turkey! 

Boycott Turkish tourism! 

Repeal the ban against Kurdish parties and associations! 

SoHckrity tSitiiAe^StTolitical prisoners in German prisons who have been on hungerstrike since 

10.8.94! 

Support the Kurdish liberation struggle! 

Das KOM.LT.RE. 

(Translated from Eadikal 12/94) 




"In the deep of night, it's really gloomy..." 

The following is a letter from one of the three men sought by the German police in conjunction xoith the failed 
K.OM.1.T.E.E. attacKon a new deportation prison in Berlin in April 1995. 

I am one of the three people whom the cops are looking for in connection with the attempted 
action against the deportation prison in Grunau. As one of the people involved, I would like to 
address a few points, because I think people are very unclear as to how we should deal with all of 
this. Just as it looked, the cops’ success was the result of pure chance as well mistakes made by us; it 
was hot the result of police infiltration or some kind of evil counter-insurgency. The fact we are in 
deep shit because of this may be sad, but it’s not tire end of the world. Life goes on. Our present 
situation is the day-to-day reality of thousands of refugees in Germany, in fact we’re probably better 
off than most of them. We have decided not to turn ourselves in, nor will we let the cops catch us. We 
won't change our minds about this. 

Perhaps you all are expecting me to explain why my ID card or license plates or my whatever 
else was in the immediate vicinity of a highly-armed vehicle, but it wouldn’t be wise for me at the 
present time to explain this, since the cops have several years to think about such things. 

No statements to the cops - ever! 

But it’s a mystery to me why I should keep my mouth completely shut when the cops are 
running around arresting people or making up all sorts of false accusations and constructions. Why 
aren’t such attacks being made public and exposed? It goes without saying that the cops and the 
justice system don’t play by their own rules if things are kept in the dark and they don't face public 
scrutiny. 

The defendants [in the Kaindl Trial] charged with the action in the Chinese restaurant werent 
given such ’’mild" sentences because Judge Eschenbach understood the need for anti-fascist resistance 
on the part of immigrants, rather because the murder charges could not be sustained when exposed to 
the public view and when the racist nature of the prosecution was exposed. For example, the cops put 
Beate in jail even though they knew she wasn't involved. Eventually they had to let her go because 
their "evidence” had seemingly been made up. The whole thing was like being "kidnapped"! Of course, 
the main responsibility for the fact that Beate and others could have gotten stuck with the blame lies 
in the fact that mistakes were made during the action itself. And since there is a real danger that the 
cops will take this same route once again, we can't just leave them in peace. The nation-wide raids and 
house searchers on 13.6.1995 were intended to mix together the entire radical-left and intimidate 
people and bring about a few trials. If there is not an offensive response to this attack by many 
people, they will have reached their goal. Now more than ever it is more important not to be 
intimidated and to sit alone and wait for the cops to make their next move, rather we need to come 
together and move forward to expose the cops’ bullshit, to organize support for those affected persons, 
and to deal with the criminalized themes. 

I'd like to say a few things about the politics of the AIZ, even though my comments are 
nothing new. The fact that this criticism comes after the massive wave of repression, which was 
justified with, among other things, an alleged search for AIZ members, may seem out of line. But I 
think that in a situation like this it’s more important to have a discussion like this than to exchange a 
few polite words. First of all, it’s admirable to see people working so seriously and putting their asses 
on the line for a revolutionary perspective at a such a gloomy time. Also, I largely agree with the 
analyses put forward in their communiques. But when I look at the group s praxis, I get anxious. For 
one thing, it’s wrong to view militant politics exclusively as a "part of the front in the international 
struggle for liberation" without any sort of local point of reference, no matter how shitty the social 
conditions here are for that sort of thing. In practical terms, that means abandoning the tricky stuff to 
the anti-imps, who can’t really relate things to that many people and thus they also cannot lead more 
people to take up the ideas of liberation, so nothing changes in the long run. Other people realized 
this long ago. In a situation of heightened struggle, where the question of taking power is at hand, 
such concerns naturally become secondary, because the main task at hand is to cause material damage 



to the enemy. But we have not reached that stage yet. 

Given the present situation, the purpose of our initiatives, in addition to pushing through 
concrete demands, should be propaganda, to show that resistance is possible. To motivate people to 
take action themselves. 

Secondly, I think it's really shitty to be so nonchalant when dealing with other people's lives 
like the AIZ are. Perhaps your actions weren't so carelessly done as the media have stated. But your 
call for "potentially deadly actions" seems to convey a real lack of responsibility. Either you decide to 
do something or you don't, but either way you need good justifications. Whether you like it or not, 
you must see to it that nothing unintended happens. You can't just stick a bomb on someone's front 
porch and they say, we don't care if they get killed, we just want to scare them. In general, I 
recommend that you all put your project on hold for the time being and think things through some 
more. Learn what your goals are! 

The oops have put four comrades in jail and are now searching for others just because they 
allegedly helped publish Radikal. In the 12 years since it was outlawed, Radikal has brought people 
uncensored information, opinions, and practical tips. Despite lots of harassment against printing shops 
and infoshops, the cops have never been able to disrupt its production and distribution. This is the 
first periodical in the history of the Federal Republic of Germany which has been consistently 
published nation-wide with progressive content that is free from state censorship. Of course, it has 
never managed to get beyond its ’’autonomist" readers circle, but in addition to its practical use for 
many radical-leftists it is also living proof that it is possible to organize functioning structures outside 
of state control. We can't just let them do this to us. Let's prevent them from locking these four people 
up! Under the theme of freedom of expression it must be possible to create a broad base of support, 
because the reasoning behind the house searches and arrests is not at all solid. The justice system has 
messed up in the past when it tried to shut down Radikal. If we are able to make their charges fall 
apart, that won’t just mean protection for the individuals concerned, but we would also have won 
ourselves a bit of freedom; the possibility to continue an open discussion of leftist strategies. To toe 
producers of the paper don't stop publishing Radikal! That which is true will continue to be said, to 
be written, and to be published!" 


Warm greetings from somewhere 



Freedom For Mumia Abu-Jamal! 
Stop The Construction Of The 
Youth Prison In Berlin-Lichtenrade! 


On the night of 13.8.95, we carried out simultaneous attacks on the corporate headquarters of 
Helit & Woemer in Charlottenberg (Badenallee) as well as their depot in Neukolln (Maybachufer) by 
fireboming trucks belonging to the firm and leaving behind leaflets. 

We see our action as part of the international solidarity movement to save the life of ex-Black 

Panther Mumia Abu-Jamal and to win his freedom. •' 

The firm Helit & Woemer is responsible for the planning, construction, and financing of the 
new prison for youths between the ages of 14-17 which is presently bang built in the.Lichtenrade 
section of Berlin. When the prison is built, it will be turned over to the state senate who will pay back 
the construction costs to the firm within 10 years. The youth prison in Lichtenrade will carry out 
supposedly liberal custody methods. 

Here, as in the USA, prisons are full of people from the lower classes. This number also 
includes a high proportion of "foreigners" and non-white prisoners. This situation is an expression of 
capitalist society. People who are no longer needed in the "labor market are pushed out by the ruling 
powers according to their class, gender, skin color, or nationality. The bosses and their lackeys in the ^ 
unions, political parties, and the media condemn these people as "welfare bums" who "refuse to work , 
sometimes even branding them as "potential criminals". Then the state can force people to work 
irregular hours at substandard pay. At the same time, the state balances its budget and the poor bear 
the brunt of all the cuts. A similar situation has been true for the past several years with all those 
people forced into "crime" by social conditions. Such people are made to work for next to nothing, 
behind bars. There are already 7 million people out of work, and as the labor market becomes more 
international and increasingly technological, the ruling classes are planning on increasing this number. 
Before, people used to complain about the so-called "Third World", but now its fashionable among 
German middle class careerists to speak of Germany becoming overpopulated. 

Friends, let's smack these shitheads right in the face! The fact that the proletarian class go 
around spouting racist crap is proof of what power capitahst/racist ideology has over the hearts and 
minds of large segments of the population. But it also points out the weaknesses of the politics of the 
predominantly middle class left, and it shows just how important it is that we turn our slogan 
"Borders don't run between people, rather between the top and the bottom!" into reality. 

So, a few words now about new "leftist" trends. It's easy and cool to be in "solidarity" with 
Mexican natives who are struggling far away, or to debate about triple oppression theory while losing 
all practical intervention in the society around us, or the latest trend, to organize as animal rights 
activists, because animals have no consciousness so we don't have to talk to them or argue with them, 
but still we have the feeling that we’re doing something noble. How pathetic! 

The cry for "law and order" and the death penalty for "criminals" in the USA are slowly 
becoming acceptable here in Germany among the upper and middle classes (even within the Green 
Party). Behind this lies the knowledge that the worsening capitalist crisis can no longer get the same 
results from the system’s previous methods of integration. This is resulting in a great fear that 
increasing numbers of people from the proletarian class will themselves begin questioning capitalist 
conditions and stop being played off against one another and direct their hate and anger against 
capitalist injustice and once and for all bring an end to the egotistical lifestyles of the upper classes 
instead of just trying to imitate them. 

There are more than 1 million (!) people in prison in the USA, and many millions more live in 
poor rural areas or city ghettos outside the realms of middle class life. Don't imagine that similar 
tendencies aren’t recognizable here in Germany, as more and more prisons are being built as benefits 
to the unemployed and people on welfare keep getting cut. Proletarian youths, especially the "foreign" 
ones among us, are in an especially difficult situation. It starts with trying to find a spot in school and 
doesn't end with trying to find a place to live. Youths are constantly bombarded with the "values" of 
capitalist death-culture by their parents, teachers, bosses, and the media: competition, the rights of 



the strong, self-satisfaction through performance and consumption, and so on. In our cities, its "every 
man for himself", coupled with traces of social disadvantage and exclusion, which gets expressed in 
such things as proletarian neighbors breaking into each other's cars and homes, or outbreaks of 
violence, often with a sexist or racist motive. Then there are the problems of drugs and the increasing 
influence of right-wing nationalists, or Islamic groups among youths from Turkey or Yugoslavia. 

Against a background such as this, it's very difficult to build up true friendships and social 
emancipatory relationships on a broader level which can be the basis for a new international fighting 
class. But, friends, enough of this talking! 

To fight against the contemporary tendencies of powerlessness and resignation, we should 
orient ourselves towards people such as Mumia Abu-Jamal, who is sitting in a cell on death row, or 
Gulnaz Baghistani, the Kurdish comrade who died during the hunger strike. Their thoughts and 
actions, their determination and perseverance in the most difficult of circumstances, can give us 
strength and the inspiration to continue on the path we're taking. Those people who aren't being 
discouraged by the fact that the cops have arrested their friends in connection with the publication 
Radikal are also exhibiting great courage, or the Passau Youth Initiative, who are determined not to 
lapse into resignation following the "suicides" of four of their friends, rather they continue to struggle 
to create an autonomist youth center. There are plenty of positive examples both here in our country 
as well as internationally! 

From Gaziomanp asa to Kreuzberg! From Panama City to South Central Los Angeles! For the War of 
Class Against Class! 

KGK (Kiasse gegen Klasse/Qass Against Class) 







